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PRESENTATION 
Since the 18th century, the South of France has been an 
important region on the spiritual and occult level. It was the 
birthplace of famous religious movements coming from 
Gnosticism, such as the Masonic High Degrees, Rose-Cross, 
and Kabbalistic schools. This region has remained a major 
place for several Western initiatic organizations. It has also 
gained a central status in the collective imagination, far 
beyond France itself. Remember, for example, the enigma of 
Rennes le Château and the “Priory of Sion,” which occurred 
in the region of Razès. Gnostic, Kabbalistic, Alchemical, and 
magical traditions have always been important in this region. 
It was not until the 19th century that occult groups in Paris 
were formed from their contacts with these original sources 
of the Western tradition. 

This is where the tradition of the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross comes from! 

Created in 1888, it is the first Rose-Cross Order to have 
existed in the modern era. 

A number of groups were later created trying to copy this 
original light. Often imitated, never equaled, the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Cross today continues to offer a real 
theurgic initiation and teachings of exceptional quality. 

If you have a real desire to discover the heart of the Rose-
Cross tradition and transform your life through an authentic 
initiatory journey, the simple thing to do is to discover this 
prestigious Order and raise the veil of the sacred mysteries. 
You will quickly understand that the original source always 
has more efficiency than later creations. 
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THE TRADITION 

The birth of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross  
Viscount Louis-Charles-Edouard de Lapasse, doctor and 
esotericist, was the head of the first Rose-Cross in Toulouse 
(France) around 1850. 

This regional tradition was the meeting point between the 
German mystics and the Mediterranean Hermetists. Thus, it 
integrated into its esoteric Christian heritage, the hermetic, 
alchemical, astrological and theurgic sciences. 

The French Rose-Cross was independent of Freemasonry. 
However, many of the initiates were active in various 
Masonic rites based on hermetic, Kabbalistic and Egyptian 
symbols. 

In 1884, the Marquis Stanislas de Guaita came into contact 
with the Péladan brothers, who were linked to the Rose-
Cross tradition of which we speak. Firmin Boissin was then 
the Grand Master. Stanislas de Guaita received from him the 
authority of the hermetic Rose-Cross, the traditional 
teachings, and a specific mission. He was asked to bring 
together in an Order, the authentic Rose-Cross initiation 
composed of a serious theoretical training focusing on 
traditional sciences associated with powerful rituals. In the 
following years, the only part that remained visible was the 
teachings. 

In 1888, respectful of his commitments, Stanislas de Guaita, 
then 27 years old, founded the "Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross" (K.O.R.C.). 

The choice of this date was not random. The original 
German fraternity of the Gold Rose + Cross followed a cycle 
of 111 years and its system of degrees was reorganized in 
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1777. Therefore, 111 years later, Stanislas de Guaita revealed 
the Order according to instructions he had received. 

Among the most famous members of the Kabbalistic Order 
of the Rose-Cross of this period, we can mention: Papus, 
Paul Adam, Jollivet-Castelot, Marc Haven (Dr. Lalande), Paul 
Sedir (Yvon Le Loup), Pierre Augustin Chaboseau, Erik 
Satie, Emma Calve, Camille Flammarion and many others. 

Development of the Order 
It is strange that we know very little about the inner Order. 
As most of its rituals have remained unknown, some 
historians have sometimes doubted the nature of its initiatic 
structure. But how could it have been so, when we know the 
personalities who presided over its awakening? 

Everyone agrees that the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross was the secret inspirer of the most famous Western 
occult and initiatic traditions. 

The Order has been a paradox in the purest esoteric tradition 
of the West: a cultural and spiritual visibility of the Order with 
secret initiatic rituals. 

It was in this spirit that the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross was conceived and continued to be perpetuated both 
externally and internally. In an occult way, its tradition was 
maintained by the Invisible College formed of the six 
brothers of the Order and the Patriarch leading this group. 

From this point of view of the Inner Order, the unbroken 
succession was always maintained with the same respect of 
the original Rose-Cross Order and in the same area, which 
had always been the source of the Rose-Cross esotericism: 
the Southwest of France. 

The inner lineage is clear and unambiguous. As the saying 
goes, we always recognize the tree by its fruits. 
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Following the traditional cycle of reactivation of the Order, 
it was in 1999 that the inner Order was able to resume its 
occult work. In 2006, after an activation period of 7 years, the 
Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross, again vivified by the 
esoteric, Hermetist, Rose-Cross, and Martinist traditions, was 
able to resume its activities, performing the initiations and 
opening new Chapters according to the internal principles of 
the Auguste Fraternité. 

Present today as before, its legacy has preserved the vigor and 
richness that have always allowed it to use the tools of the 
present time, while raising the flame of its tradition. 

Chronology of the Rose-Cross 

 

 Lineage of the Grand Masters, G.P.R+C 

1850 Viscount Louis 
Charles Edouard de 
Lapasse 
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1862 Firmin Boissin 

 

1884 Josephin et 
Adrien Péladan 

 
1888 Marquis de 
Stanislas de Guaita 
1897 François 
Charles Barlet 
(Albert Faucheux)  

1897 François 
Charles Barlet 
(Albert Faucheux) 

 

1904 Papus 

 

1916 Charles Detre 
(Teder) 

 

1918 Jean Bricaud 
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1948 L-M F. Giraud 

 

1950 Jean Brouillet 

 

1960 Patrick T. 

 

1986 Jean-Louis de 
Biasi 
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ORGANIZATION 

Countries with students 
Angola, Argentina, Belgium, Benin, Brazil (+ Internet in 
Portuguese), Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Congo DR, Congo-
Brazzaville, Ivory Coast, France, Greece, Haiti, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Senegal, Switzerland, United Kingdom, USA. 

Chapter Internet (An International Chapter meets on the 
Internet for studies and rituals in Portuguese). 

You can find in bold the countries where Chapters are 
established. Other chapters are being created. 

Local Structures - Chapters 
Local groups of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross are 
called Chapters. 

This is the local official structure in which initiates of the 
Order meet and perform their ritual work and initiations. 

A Chapter is managed by five main officers who are 
appointed for a specific number of years. 

International and National Structures 

International 
- The leading authority of the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross is called the Supreme Council of the Rose+Cross 
(S.C.R+C). It is composed of twelve Patriarchs Rose-Cross 
(six of whom always remain secret). The Order is managed 
by the illustrious Grand Patriarch Rose-Cross (Jean-Louis de 
Biasi) assisted by the Illustrious Grand Chancellor and the 
Illustrious Grand Prior. The Supreme Council of the 
Rose+Cross governs the whole Order, the initiatic and 
legislative aspects. 
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- The Grand Counsellors are in charge of a Country, a 
group of countries or a linguistic population. They ensure the 
smooth operation of the Order through good 
communication between the initiates, the Chapters and the 
Supreme Council of the Rose+Cross. 

 Nationales 
- The National Grand Counsellors oversee a country which has 
more than three Chapters. 

- The sisters and brothers having been “Knight Rose-Cross,” 
constitute a national circle having functions and rituals of 
their own.  

Local 
- A Chapter is headed by five main officers who are 
appointed for a specific number of years. 

- The “Knight Rose-Cross” is the Officer in charge of a 
Chapter. He or she and two other officers of the Chapter 
receive a specific ritual of consecration related to their 
function. 

Note: Initiates are members of the Order who have decided 
to be initiated in a Chapter.  
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INITIATIC JOURNEY 

About the Initiatic Journey 
In an authentic organization, initiatic rituals are essential. 
Their spiritual and theurgic power is based on several main 
factors. They must be known only by initiates and be 
practiced by Officers who have been trained to work on the 
visible and invisible planes. 

It is for this reason that it is important, to obtain a result on 
your personal and inner evolution, to ask for your initiation 
in a Chapter of the Order. 

The initiation received directly by properly trained Officers 
of the Order is a theurgic process that can bring you real help 
in transforming your being and your life! You cannot do 
everything by yourself! Initiation is a powerful and 
respectable theurgic process, which will allow you to go 
further and faster.  

The initiatic process is the first step of the Great Work of 
your realization. This work is not only symbolic, but 
operative, opening the doors for your progression in the 
initiatic degrees. It is absolutely safe, because you will be 
protected by the powerful egregore of the Kabbalistic 
Tradition of the Rose-Cross. Even if it is obvious, we must 
say that initiations are in no way pacts with the devil or any 
evil power, just as they imply no sacrifice.  

When you have received the initiation, you will be able to 
participate in the various group practices that are specific to 
your degree. 
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Initiations transmitted within Chapters 

Degree of the Threshold  

- Initiation of Unknown Superior 
Presentation: This preliminary degree constitutes the moral 
and spiritual foundation of the Order. It is the prerequisite. 

In the 17th century, a Frenchman named Louis-Claude de 
Saint-Martin was introduced to the occult rites of Christian 
esotericism by his master Martinès de Pasqually. A few years 
after the death of the latter, Saint-Martin, also known as the 
"Unknown Philosopher," moved away from his master’s 
doctrine to create a “small school in Paris,” whose aim was 
to practice a pure spirituality. He incorporated doctrines of 
Martinès that had been received orally into his own, and 
created a unique degree called “Unknown Superior” (in 
French “Supérieur Inconnu”). Saint Martin chose to 
introduce a teaching that focused essentially on ethics and 
mysticism. The goal was to receive the key which would open 
the inner door of the soul, allowing people to communicate 
with the spheres of the Spirit. The only requirements were a 
manifestation of true desire, a commitment of the soul, and 
an awakening of good will. This was the original “Martinism.” 

 The Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross has always 
considered this degree as a moral precondition for the 
initiatic journey. It is therefore crucial and fundamental, while 
paradoxically requiring only minimal theoretical training. 
Spiritually, it constitutes an unavoidable inner step. 

Since the beginning of its existence, the Kabbalistic Order of 
the Rose-Cross has used an initiatic ceremony of “Unknown 
Superior,” thus associating the mystical dimension with a 
very powerful theurgical ritual dating back to the authentic 
sources of Martinism. 

Duration of the degree: 6 months 
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Practices and rituals of this degree: Preparatory document 
for initiation; Martinist Operative Ritual; Martinist’s 
instructions; Rites of consecration of ritual tools and clothes; 
Martinist’s practices of the “Unknown Superior.” 

Degrees of the Chapter 
1- Initiation of the 1st degree 
Presentation: The initiation of the first degree is rooted in 
the Hebrew magical (practical) Kabbalah, which is 
foundational to the esoteric Judeo-Christian tradition found 
partly in 19th century occultist schools. For hundreds of years, 
few rituals were communicated outside Jewish Kabbalist 
groups practicing this form of magic Kabbalah. Among the 
fundamental texts of this tradition, three have a special place. 
These are the Zohar, the Sepher Yetzirah, and the Sepher Ha-
bahir - although the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross is 
not limited to the theoretical teachings in these books. To 
cross the veils of the Sacred Mysteries and obtain a real 
transformation, the initiate must live the initiatic rituals 
described therein. This is what this initiation ritual of the 1st 
degree allows. Remember that the initiations of our Order 
have never been published, so they have retained their 
authenticity and power. This explains why only this type of 
initiation can accompany the initiate to the heart of the 
Mysteries. 

Reception of the degree: The candidate must have 
successfully completed his 6 months of training in the 
previous degree, memorized the instructions and practiced 
the individual rites. 

Duration of the degree: Set of 22 practical meetings in a 
Chapter. 

Practices related to this degree: As in every degree of the 
Order, there is a set of spiritual and psychic practices taught 
orally within the Chapter. Initially, they allow the deepening 



24 
 

and the appropriation of certain parts of the ritual of 
initiation, along with learning the secrets of the degree. In this 
first degree, the practices are obviously focused on the 
magical and practical Judeo-Christian Kabbalah. 

2- Initiation of the 2nd degree 
Presentation: The initiation of the second degree reveals the 
heart of the esoteric Christian tradition as it was constituted 
in France and Italy in the Middle Ages. During the 
Renaissance, some teachings from the Byzantine tradition 
were associated with the original corpus. In the works of 
Dante Alighieri, a 13th-century author, the Western occult 
tradition was often presented in a poetic way. More 
specifically, his book The Divine Comedy reveals the structure 
of spiritual worlds and archangelic hierarchies taught since 
antiquity. 

We also know that the troubadours of the Middle Ages and 
some "Knights of the Temple" preserved a knowledge of the 
ancient Mysteries associated with the most original Christian 
esotericism. 

According to the process described for the first degree, the 
second initiation is based on this Medieval heritage to 
accompany the candidate in this path of initiation described 
by Dante. Connections with the true Rose-Croix tradition 
become obvious. This was understood by writers Stanislas de 
Guaita and Joséphin Péladan. 

Reception of the degree: The candidate must have 
completed the 22 practical meetings of the previous degree, 
memorized the instructions and finished the second step of 
the Archconfraternity of Ieschouah. 

Duration of the degree: Set of 32 practical meetings in a 
Chapter. 

Practices related to this degree: In this second degree, the 
practices focus on the esoteric Christian tradition, the 
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mysteries of the incarnation and the celestial ascent, the 
archangelic mysteries, and the authentic Rose-Cross, as well 
as the chivalry of the temple.   

3- Initiation of the 3rd degree 
Presentation: The initiation of the third degree reveals a very 
little-known aspect of the esoteric Christian tradition. 
However, it originated the revelations in the Middle Ages, 
associated with the Kabbalah in the Renaissance, and gave 
birth to occultism in nineteenth-century France. Between the 
1st and the 5th centuries, several Christian Gnostic 
communities flourished in Egypt and various countries of the 
Middle East. We are not talking here about Gnostic 
recreations of the 19th century, which are copies of the 
Roman Catholic Church, but of original Gnostic schools. 
Many of them incorporated magical and religious knowledge 
from pre-Christian traditions. Their rites and secrets were 
interesting and powerful, which probably led to the 
elimination of most of these groups by the exoteric Christian 
church we know today. Happily, a number of texts have 
recently been discovered, but it is extremely difficult to study 
and understand their ritual functioning. However, this third 
initiation makes it possible to receive this original knowledge 
in the most authentic form. The original source of gnosis 
becomes accessible, revealing the true nature of the tradition 
that gave birth to the Rose-Cross. 

Reception of the degree: The candidate must have 
completed the 32 practical meetings of the previous degree, 
memorized the instructions and have completed the fifth step 
of the Archconfraternity of Ieschouah. 

Duration of the degree: Set of 40 practical meetings in a 
Chapter. 

Practices related to this degree: In this third degree, the 
practices focus on some of the original Gnostic traditions, 
early Christianity, and medieval Gnostic traditions such as 
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Catharism. Various occult keys from pre-Christian traditions 
are also taught. 

Degrees of the Grand Chapter 
Consecration of the Patriarch Rose-Cross  
Presentation: The Patriarchs R+C are brothers and sisters 
who have received the four degrees of the order, received the 
initiation of Knight Rose-Cross (head of the Chapter) and 
reached the second priesthood of the Archconfraternity of 
Ieschouah. 

This consecration transmits priestly authority as it was 
instituted in the original esoteric Christian tradition. 

Reception of the degree: The candidate must have 
completed the 40 practical meetings of the previous degree, 
memorized the instructions and completed the second 
priesthood of the Archconfraternity of Ieschouah. 

Practices: The studies and practices take place on three 
levels. First, the Patriarch works within the occult circle of 
the Patriarchs Rose-Cross; then, he performs a regular 
individual work arising from the priesthood consecrations he 
received. He is also in close and regular contact with a more 
experienced initiate who accompanies him in fundamental 
spiritual exercises. 

Parallel to the daily practice of his spiritual duties, he is 
prepared for the accomplishment of the great theurgical 
operations of invocation of the beings of light. 
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WORK IN THE CHAPTER 

Presentation of a Chapter 
A Chapter is a local group of initiated members of the Order, 
who meet in a place specially prepared for the practice of 
private rituals. 

A Chapter is led by initiates called Officers. Five are required 
to constitute a Chapter, led by a Knight Rose-Cross, 
appointed for a specific period. 

These Officers receive a specific consecration and initiation 
that give them the power necessary to perform the rituals. It 
is fundamental that those who perform an initiation and 
teach practices have received a genuine spiritual authority, 
coming directly and traditionally from an occult heritage. 
These Officers are also initiates with an expertise recognized 
by the hierarchy of the Order, who trains them to their task 
and regularly ensures the quality of the ritual practices. 

The Work of the Chapter 
The role of a Chapter is to perform ritual initiations, provide 
oral teachings and psychic practices. 

We have described the different degrees of the initiatic 
journey on another page. These initiations are given during 
private ceremonies in the Chapter’s temple. 

Regular ritual meetings are organized at all levels. They bring 
together the sisters and brothers who have received the 
initiation of this degree. 

Usually, there is a monthly meeting at the first degree, while 
a second meeting is organized alternately at the second and 
third degrees. Thus, first-degree initiates meet once a month, 
while second and third-degree initiates meet twice a month. 
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Formal meetings use a ritual of opening and closing, directly 
linked to the initiation of the degree. No administrative 
discussion is allowed in the sacred space of the temple. 

Between these two ritual sequences, symbolic and spiritual 
studies are offered to the initiates. Practices are given orally 
by the Knight Rose-Cross and practiced immediately in 
groups in the temple. . These practices are an essential and 
fundamental element, directly related to the initiation of the 
degree; then, they can also be used individually. 

These characteristics allow everyone to deepen his 
understanding of the initiation received. This process allows 
each initiate to continue his personal work of improvement 
and become capable of transforming his life using the 
practical keys received. Although intellectual learning is 
useful, only such an inner work is capable of leading quickly 
to a real individual evolution. 

Creation of a Chapter 
Chapters are regularly created to give members the 
opportunity to receive initiations, psychic practices and oral 
teachings. In order to create a Chapter, its founder must be a 
member of the Order and receive initiation within an existing 
Chapter. 

Such a creation follows a simple and traditional procedure, 
according to the indications provided by the Order’s 
hierarchy. 
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ARCHCONFRATERNITY OF 
IESCHOUAH 

Introduction 
It is important to 
remember three 
essential things: 

1- The heart of 
Christian 
Kabbalah is the 
revelation of the 
nature and role 
of Ieschouah. 

2- The Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross was the first 
modern Rose-Cross Order to exist. 

3- The essence of the Rose-Cross movement is religious, 
both by the authentic transmission of power within its 
lineage, and by the rituals used. 

The Archconfraternity of Ieschouah is a group of men and 
women who have received this occult transmission of 
Christian mystics, the inner sacraments of the religious 
lineage of the Christian Kabbalah, and who have placed 
themselves under the high protection of Ieschouah. It is not 
necessary to already be a member of the Kabbalistic Order 
of the Rose-Cross to join the Archconfraternity of 
Ieschouah. 

However, the initiatic journey of the K.O.R.C. is linked to the 
progression of the initiate in the Archconfraternity. 

Origin of the Archconfraternity 
Everyone knows that the occult lineage of the Grand 
Patriarchs of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross has 
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been composed of mystics and ecclesiastics who were in 
charge of various important religious organizations. This 
succession ensured a continuous transmission of occult 
powers and sacerdotal authority linked to the 
Archconfraternity of Ieschouah. 

The latter is totally different from the more recent Martinist 
organizations or pseudo-esoteric churches who do not know 
the occult keys of Christian Kabbalah. 

Structure 
The Archconfraternity of Ieschouah is structured according 
to 5 occult powers named "steps," 3 degrees of authority 
named "priesthoods," and 1 occult circle whose name is not 
revealed here. 

The Ill. Grand Patriarch Rose-Cross of the Kabbalistic Order 
of the Rose-Cross oversees this lineage. It is he who prepares 
all the documents needed for the ritual and ascetic processes, 
which are sent to the supplicants. 

Invitation 
We are convinced that if you read these words, it is because 
an inner voice has guided you to the authentic Christian 
Kabbalah, which is religious and occult! 

This tradition is still there, and you can receive its authority 
and powers. It will change every aspect of your existence to 
reach a real awakening. 

To respect the occult rules of our tradition, the number of 
supplicants who are not initiates of the K.O.R.C. is limited to 
a specific number per year of Ieschouah. This is why it is 
essential not to wait if you are interested. 

If you want to know more, the best is to send an email to the 
secretary of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. 
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We will send you a more complete presentation of the 
Archconfraternity, and the confidential “supplication form,” 
along with the requirements. 
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FRATERNITY OF THE GOOD MEN 

 
This fraternity of the “Bonshommes” or in English “Good 
Men” has its roots in the South of France, the birthplace of 
our Order. The word “Bonshommes” referred to the 
Cathars, either men or women. We also use this word in 
English. 

Some traditional Gnostic lineages, including Catharism, 
expanded in this region during medieval times. This religion 
flourished in the part of France often called Languedoc, 
largely bordered by the Mediterranean Sea, the Pyrenees and 
the rivers of the Garonne, Tarn and Rhone. This is the 
current French region of Occitania (or the former French 
regions of Languedoc-Roussillon and Midi-Pyrenees). 

Catharism disappeared from the visible world during the 
Middle Ages, exterminated by the Crusades, which were led 
by the royal powers and incited by the church of Rome. 

Undeniably, the memory of Catharism remained very strong 
in the minds of this region’s inhabitants. For the Rose-Cross 
initiates, this Gnostic tradition has survived in various forms 
and is still present in many rituals of our Order. It is the same 
for various theological conceptions resulting from this Cathar 
religion. 

Cathars: The Pure 
The word "Cathar" comes from the Greek word katharos 
meaning "the pure ones." 
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Their origins are somewhat mysterious, although there is 
reason to believe that their ideas came from Persia or the 
Byzantine Empire, through the Balkans and northern Italy. 
Roman Catholic Church documents mention them under 
different names and in various places. 

As Dualists, the Cathars believed in two principles: a good 
god and his evil adversary. The latter might be closer to the 
figure of Satan in Catholicism. The good principle had 
created the immaterial spiritual world, which was essentially 
permanent and immutable. The evil principle had created the 
material world: bad, temporary and perishable. The Cathars 
called themselves simply Christians. Their neighbors 
distinguished them as “Good Christians.” The Catholic 
church designated them Albigensians or Cathars. 

The Cathars kept a church hierarchy and practiced religious 
ceremonies. They were divided into ordinary believers and 
elected, named Perfect (in French, “Parfait” for men and 
“Parfaite” for women). They led extremely ascetic lives. The 
Cathars believed in reincarnation and the perfect were 
apparently vegetarians. 

They were also called “Bonshommes,” “good men.” Their 
doctrine was sometimes surprising for the time, considering, 
for example, that men and women were equal. 

Our fraternity 
This group is composed of men or women who are not 
necessarily members of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross. 

It is under the patronage of O.K.R.C. and supervised by the 
Ill. Grand Patriarch Rose-Croix. 

The goals of the fraternity are: 



35 
 

- To use prayer to provide spiritual assistance to those in 
need, starting with members of the fraternity and their 
families. 

- To develop knowledge of Gnosticism in general and 
Catharism in particular. For this, a library of books and 
articles is accessible to members on the private website. 

- To make a commitment to respect the fundamental moral 
rules of Catharism. Among the key points are: to live honestly 
without telling lies, not to commit murder, do no harm, 
develop true humility and respect for others. Its fundamental 
points are obviously discussed within the framework of the 
fraternity. 

- To meditate upon the reference books that this tradition has 
left us. 

To achieve this, the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross 
invites you to join the “fraternity of the Good Men.” 

 

You will then be able to: 

- Post requests for spiritual assistance for which the fraternity 
prays together four times a month, including once live, on the 
internet. A video conference system is used for this. You will 
be able to post requests for yourself and your immediate 
family. 

- Access the library of the Order and the Cathar rituals on the 
private website. 

- Receive at your home the cross of the fraternity blessed by 
Grand Officers of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross, 
accompanied by your membership card and a copy of the 
oath to be pronounced. 

- For the brothers or sisters who wish it, they will be able to 
reach the rank of "Perfect" after following a specific 
asceticism and acquiring the required knowledge. 



36 
 

  

To join the fraternity, simply send the fee for the sending of 
the medal and printed documents. Subsequently, a free 
annual donation is required to remain a member of the 
fraternity and support its work. 
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THE HERITAGE 
Throughout its history, the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross has incorporated the most important heritages linked 
to the esoteric Gnostic and Christian traditions. This 
inheritance could have remained a mere immobile 
conservatory. 

Under the leadership of its current Grand Patriarch R+C, our 
tradition has revitalized the various components that make it 
a unique example within the Western world. 

Whether it is original Gnosticism, Chivalry, the Rose-Cross, 
the Kabbalah, or Martinism, the most respectable and 
authentic filiations have been gathered in our Order. They are 
therefore practiced and conferred on the initiate during his 
initiatic journey. 

 

 

  



38 
 

THE ORIGINAL GNOSIS 
Gnosticism is an important heretical movement of the 
Christian Church, that occurred during the 2nd century. It is 
partly of pre-Christian origin. Several Gnostic schools have 
taught that the material world was created and is directed by 
a minor divine emanation of the highest God, the demiurge, 
enclosing the divine spark in the human body. This divine 
spark can be released by Gnosis and the assistance of Christ. 

Gnosticism is a modern name that etymologically means “to 
possess knowledge.” 

Gnostic ideas and systems developed in the Mediterranean 
world during the second century CE, in conjunction with and 
under the influence of early Christian movements. Various 
aspects of the Platonic tradition of the same period were 
intertwined with it. After the second century, a decline began 
but Gnosticism survived through the centuries within the 
Western tradition. Then it re-emerged during the Middle 
Ages in the southwest of France and the north of Italy. 

It is undeniable that many Gnostic schools in antiquity were 
considered heretical by the religious power that became the 
Catholic and the Orthodox Churches. These gnostic groups 
were attacked and eventually eliminated. During the Middle 
Ages, the Cathars were also exterminated by order of the 
papacy. 

In the 19th century, the adepts Rose-Cross incorporated 
various Gnostic notions derived from archaeological 
discoveries and spiritual revelations. Today, the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Cross continues this work based on the 
gospels, text and Gnostic rites belonging to this very 
tradition. 

It is easy to understand that Christian esotericism draws on 
this original source developed in Egypt between the 1st and 
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the 5th centuries CE. Very few initiatic Orders transmit this 
knowledge in the form of initiatic rites. 

However, far from being limited to this essential inner 
experience, our Order teaches both secret practices and 
Gnostic doctrine. These two elements constitute a 
fundamental part of the Rose-Cross Tradition and open up 
the mystical encounter with Ieschouah, the Christ. 
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CHRISTIAN KABBALAH 
Etymologically the word Kabbalah simply means "tradition" 
and according to its Hebrew root, "to receive." This indicates 
that various traditions received what could be described as 
oral and written revelation. This was the case for the Hebrew 
people. 

Birth of the Kabbalah 
Mysticism has always been an essential part of the Jewish 
spiritual life. Tradition strongly suggests that the source was 
Abraham himself. This religious tradition was passed along 
from Moses to Joshua, followed by Judges and Kings. (We 
can follow this tradition in the Bible itself). The priesthood 
of the Temple kept this religious tradition but sometimes 
needed the help of the Judges and Prophets to palliate the 
difficulties of transmission. Of course, the text was perfectly 
and faithfully transmitted, although all too often according to 
the letter. 

The “breath of the spirit,” however, was necessary to 
preserve the heritage of this revelation through a kind of 
continuity of contact with God. The Prophets performed this 
function in the same way the oracles of antiquity received the 
divine message that testified to this transcendent reality. But 
even in this case, the commentaries or authorities had 
difficulty leaving the literal text to rise to the mystical or 
spiritual sense of the original text.  

It is common today to state that Kabbalah corresponds to a 
group of esoteric Jewish texts that were composed in Spain, 
the South of France, and Provence during the Middle Ages. 
It is from there that specific schools of Kabbalah emerged 
and continued to flourish. 

It is correct that 2000 years ago the rabbis of the Talmud did 
not use this word, but rather spoke of "nistar," which 
corresponds to the secret world of Torah, in contrast to the 
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"niglah," that is, what is revealed. The fact remains, however, 
that the roots of this tradition unequivocally go back much 
further in the pagan religions of Babylonia. The Jewish 
tradition would appropriate a part of this heritage, adapting it 
to its sacred texts.  

These periods in the history of the Jewish religion were times 
of sectarian conflicts. Like any other epoch, they were at the 
same time rich in theological thinking from several groups 
and cults. The rabbis who drafted the Talmud sought to 
maintain a certain orthodoxy and were obviously careful 
about any sectarian drift. They referred to this mysticism 
under the generic name Ma'aseh Merkava. The Talmud 
insists that what concerns this knowledge should not be 
taught to the masses, but only to those who are mature 
enough for this study. This is the apparent source of what 
will later be called Kabbalah. 

Several mystical experiences are indicated in the Talmud, for 
example, the one of Rabbi Simon Bar Yochai, but there is no 
mention of any book he has written. 

Between the third and fourth centuries, Sefer Yetzirah 
appeared, to become the first explicitly Kabbalistic book. All 
scholars do not agree that the one we have today is the one 
mentioned in the Talmud, but nothing seems to invalidate it. 

This book shows us for the first time a different way of seeing 
God and his relationships with people and the world. The 
Hebrew alphabet is here evoked as an auxiliary of creation 
(which we also see in the Zohar). The correspondences 
between the parts of the body, the stars, the months of the 
year, the metals, etc. are of primary importance. This tradition 
developed interesting practices and rites. Beyond the Hebrew 
current, initiatic rites from this stage were found in the 
Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross, after being transmitted 
by the Christian Kabbalists and hermetic currents of the 
Rose-Cross. As we will see later, this knowledge is itself the 
heir to the ancient Hellenistic, Pythagorean and Neoplatonic 
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traditions. This is what would be abundantly and brilliantly 
explained by the Christian Kabbalists. 

The most significant writings that followed were the Sefer 
Raziel (“The Book of the Angel Raziel”), the Sefer BahirI 
(“The Book of Enlightenment”). and the Zohar (“Book of 
Bright Light”). They were in a way the pillars of this occult 
tradition. According to some sources, the Zohar was 
discovered by Moses De Leon, who lived around 1290 in 
Spain. But it is attributed to Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, the 
Rashbi, student of Rabbi Akiva who would have written this 
set of texts in the thirteenth century. It was after the capture 
and imprisonment of Rabbi Akiva that Rabbi Shimon Bar 
Yochai lived in a cave with his son for thirteen years. He came 
out of this retreat having written this “Book of Splendor” 
which was lost for ten centuries. Moses de Leon rediscovered 
it and published it. This text of the Zohar is a set of several 
volumes of commentaries of the Torah (the first five books 
of the Bible). Its style contrasts greatly with the usually very 
rationalistic comments. From there, it became the reference 
text developing the wisdom of the Kabbalah. 

At the end of the thirteenth century, Jews experienced an 
unstable and dangerous period in Spain. This, however, did 
not prevent great mystics like Abulafia from preaching 
tolerance and open-mindedness, and writing works of great 
depth. The Jews were expelled from Spain and several took 
refuge in Safed in Galilee, where a new school of Kabbalists 
appeared. 

During this time, the Kabbalah developed in a place where 
Christians and Jews still lived in good intelligence: Provence. 
This extraordinary civilization had not yet known the 
Crusades that would definitively destroy it. The courses were 
given freely in the various universities of Languedoc, without 
considering the teachers’ confessions. Philosophical works 
from different spiritual and philosophical streams, including 
Islam, were translated. Avicenna, Averroes, and Maimonides 
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were thus published and studied for the greater glory of the 
human spirit. We must emphasize that it was also in 
Languedoc (the South of France) where the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Cross was revealed a few centuries later. 

In the 16th century, in Rabat, Morocco, Rabbi Isaac Luria 
and several Kabbalists continued the work on earlier writings. 
They developed practices and techniques that could help 
them perform the experiments described in the books they 
were studying. The Kabbalah was thus better known and 
better understood. It became the way to cross the letter of 
the text by using its wealth and power. These traditions were 
at the same time oral and written: oral in the sense that 
techniques and teachings were passed from Masters to 
disciples; written in the sense that a number of texts and 
pieces of advice were recorded. But it was not uncommon 
for the Masters to die by bequeathing one-third of their 
writings to their followers, burning another third and getting 
themselves buried with the last third. It was important to 
them that the essential techniques were the result of an 
interior work and not a simple reception of a text remaining 
out of the individual experience. We find traces of this 
custom in the traditions of the Christian Kabbalah and the 
Rose-Cross. According to legend, when the tomb of the 
founder of this tradition, Christian Rosenkreuz was found, he 
held in his arms a book, Book T. 

Kabbalists developed their practices and studies outside the 
powers of religious institutions. This often created an 
opposition from the rabbinate. It was also rather difficult to 
identify a specific authority in the Kabbalah tradition because 
this knowledge was used in various groups interested in 
mysticism, magic, esotericism, and so on. All this contributed 
to the suspicious character of Kabbalah. 

Nevertheless, it continued to develop both in the Jewish 
environment of North Africa (Sephardim) and in the Jewish 
milieu of Central Europe (Ashkenazi). It was so until our time 
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when several Jewish masters became the heirs of this ancient 
current. We must remember that this Kabbalistic tradition 
continues to help individuals of Jewish faith to deepen the 
spirituality of their tradition. 

For this reason, as early as the 15th century, Christians looked 
at this Jewish tradition and tried to adapt it to their own faith. 

Christian Kabbalah and Hermetic Kabbalah 
The humanist Pico della Mirandola (Pic de la Mirandole) 
claimed to be the first Latin student in the 15th century to 
study Kabbalah and this seems likely, even if converted Jews 
began before him. In any case, he was the first Christian to 
study it. As early as the 13th century, it was recognized that 
the Talmud and Midrash contained Christian elements and 
that this could facilitate Jewish conversions. Ergo, some 
Christians began to study the Hebrew tradition as well as the 
Kabbalah. This is indicated, for example, in the dedication 
letters of the works of the Christian Kabbalists to the Pope. 
In this way the authors could hope to bypass the suspicions 
weighing on every Christian studying the Kabbalah, especially 
if one wanted to address the issue of practices. 

The first true Jewish convert to Christianity was Abner de 
Burgos (1270-1348). He took the name of Alfonso de 
Valladolid in 1320. Like Abulafia, he had experienced 
spiritual visions that occurred while he worked on the 
techniques of the permutations of letters. 

When Pico della Mirandola was born, the Jews were 
experiencing a period of social peace, both under the Muslim 
rule in Spain and in the Christian lands of Languedoc and 
Provence. This encounter between the different thoughts 
yielded a mutual enrichment that lasted until the recapture. 
Then the hatred towards the Jews increased and eventually 
led to the atrocities known by everyone. Jews were displaced 
as early as 1477 and suffered a massive deportation from 
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Spain in 1492. However, Christians gave them a choice 
between forced departure and conversion. Although this last 
situation was very precarious, many Jews chose it. This 
allowed them to continue the study of what had become the 
Old Testament and in a much more discrete way, the 
Kabbalistic tradition. 

Despite this rejection of the Jewish people, the hierarchy of 
the Catholic Church itself accepted the interest of these 
studies - although not just for the sake of instruction. 

Translations of Jewish and Kabbalistic texts were made by 
several converted Jews. One was Samuel ben Nissim 
Abulfarash (1226-1286), better known after his conversion as 
Flavius Mithridates. He translated more than 3000 pages of 
Hebrew works and trained Pico della Mirandola. Mithridates, 
as later other Christian Kabbalists did, sought to convince the 
Pope that he could prove the Christian truths by the 
Kabbalah. No doubt it was also he who translated more 
specialized works for the teaching of Pico della Mirandola. 
Some researchers, however, noted that Kabbalistic 
knowledge of Pico was quite limited. 

Mithridates introduced the Sepher Ha-Bahir to Pico, who 
studied it in his original language. Interestingly, this work 
appeared in Languedoc around 1150 and already showed a 
connection between the Jewish Kabbalistic, Neoplatonic and 
Gnostic traditions. 

We should also notice two other figures who influenced the 
young Pico: Pablo de Heredia (1408-1486) and the 
mysterious teacher Dattilo or Dattylus. Both were known for 
having written a lot about magic. Some of Pico della 
Mirandola's ideas clearly show this influence. 

Christian Kabbalists had an entirely new approach to 
Judaism. Of course, they recognized the quality of this 
religious tradition. For some of them, previous religions, 
including this one, formed the foundation of Christianity. It 
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is difficult today to know what they had in mind when 
formulating this idea. We have two things to judge: their 
writings and the occult traditions derived from them. As 
previously noted, these writings were published under the 
control of the Church. Consequently, it is important not to 
take these texts too literally. As for the traditions that 
followed, their successors, such as Agrippa, give a clearer idea 
of the original intent. What we can say is that the foundation 
of their thinking lay in the preceding spiritual religions such 
as those from Sumer, Egypt, Greece, or Judaism. All have 
participated in the foundation of a kind of esoteric universal 
religion. 

It was easy for Christian Kabbalists to call this religion 
“Catholic” as this word etymologically means “universal.” 
However, reading these texts shows us that their conception 
of this universal religion is in no way identical to that of the 
Orthodox and Roman churches. This universal religion, 
derived from the esoteric principles of the Kabbalah, was 
nothing but a Neoplatonic hermeticism. It is indeed a form 
of spirituality integrating in a harmonious and tolerant way 
the different religions of the Western tradition. As for the 
initiated priests, they became followers of the true science of 
Kabbalah – which is a generic term for the knowledge gained 
by initiates to these mysteries. Far from being a new reading 
of Christianity, it was rather a new religious movement that 
would have consequences throughout the West. In addition 
to the Neoplatonist theurgic schools, it can also be found in 
the manifestation of the Masonic, Rose-Cross, and occultist 
movements. 

It is interesting to read the specific history of the Kabbalistic 
tradition in Reuchlin's preface to Pope Leo XIII. We can be 
surprised, either by his disconcerting naivety or by the 
boldness of his remarks. He begins his letter with a clear 
explanation of the circumstances of the renaissance of 
Neoplatonism and the new Platonic Academy in Florence. 
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Clearly, he knew about the real nature of the academy, the 
initiative of Cosimo de Medici and the teachings of Plethon, 
the last heir of the Hellenistic pagan tradition. He introduced 
into western Christianity a vivid knowledge that was able to 
break dogmas, revealing exceptional individuals. Even if this 
revival of classical philosophy had been limited to this aspect, 
it would have been extraordinary. However, it also gave birth 
to a great movement that literally transformed letters and the 
arts. The seed of freedom had sprouted and could then hatch 
all over Europe. But this new movement was not limited to 
letters. It is clear today that behind the Platonic Academy was 
the occult and initiatory tradition of hermeticism. We want to 
talk about a real teaching, both symbolic and ritualistic, 
involving a complete set of practices. Presumably the initiates 
of the academy received what we would call “esoteric 
teachings” and were united in a true spiritual family. This 
hermetic tradition dates to a pre-Christian period when the 
Bible had not yet been written. At that time, Hebrews were 
still polytheistic. Thot Hermes was the God who brought 
science and magic to humankind through sacred hieroglyphic 
writing. At the end of the Egyptian Empire, Alexandria 
became the extraordinary meeting place for all wise men who 
perpetuated this wonderful tradition under the garments of 
the cults of Mysteries and theurgy. This tradition was 
maintained through what was called the golden chain of 
followers and was fully revealed during this exceptional 
period. 

Here is what Reuchlin wrote about it: “For this mission [‘the 
way to find the secrets that were hidden in the monuments 
of the Ancients.’] he [the illustrious Laurent de Medici, father 
of Pope Leo X] endeavored to bring from all over the world 
the most learned men in ancient literature, who joined science 
in eloquence, including Demetrios Chalkokondyles,, Marsilio 
Ficino, Georges Vespucci, Christophe Landino, Valori, Ange 
Politien, Jean Pic, Count of Mirandola, and all the greatest 
scientists in the world. [These men] brought to light the 



49 
 

inventions of the ancients and the mysterious antiquity which 
the misfortune of the times had forgotten, the greatest minds 
competing with one another. As one made comments, one 
made collections, the other interpreted and translated from 
one language to another, Marsile brought Greece to Lazio, 
and Politien brought the Romans back to Greece. We did not 
bring much glory to the Medici.” [...] 

“Also, in the thought that only the Pythagorean doctrines had 
been lacking to scholars, even though fragments of them are 
scattered throughout the Laurentian Academy, I thought that 
it would not displease you if I explained to the public what 
Pythagoras and the great Pythagoreans thought; with your 
happy assent the Latins will read what they have hitherto 
ignored, and for Italy Marsilius published Plato, and for the 
French, Jacques Lefevre d'Etaples renewed Aristotle. I will 
finish and I, Capnion, will show to the Germans a 
Pythagoras, whose renaissance by my care is dedicated to you. 
The work could not have been completed without the 
Hebrew Cabal. The philosophy of Pythagoras began with the 
precepts ‘Cabalaei,’ and the memory of the Patriarchs leaving 
Great Greece returned to hide in the works of the Cabalists, 
so it was necessary to draw [from] almost everything, so I 
wrote about cabalistic art, which is a symbolic philosophy, to 
make known the teachings of ‘Pythagoraei’ to scholars.” 

It is interesting to notice that the translation of many works 
from the Judaic religion is clearly associated with those of the 
Hellenistic tradition. They constituted the extraordinary 
source which all the later followers of this tradition would 
use. 

We also must remember the essential work of Christian 
Knorr von Rosenroth - Kabbala Denudata - a very important 
compilation of Kabbalistic texts. 

We will not list here all the Kabbalist writers and all the works 
they translated or published. Historians have brilliantly 
accomplished this important work and continue to do so. 
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Our purpose here is to help you understand the sources of 
this tradition, to see its real value and to understand who the 
heirs are. Sometimes historians are relatively objective for old 
history but have difficulty understanding the modern 
organizations. It is not always easy to see that one of the 
characteristics of a traditional, spiritual and initiatic tradition 
is associating practice with theoretical study. We realize that 
the latter is fundamental, but it must not replace a practical 
approach that is the only one capable of guiding someone to 
the spiritual light. Without this, teachings could remain a pure 
abstraction disconnected from the sacred world. Let us not 
forget that the goal of the practitioner is to rise to the divine, 
or in more contemporary language, to reach levels of 
consciousness capable of revealing the divine in us. Let us 
not forget that even for Christianity, God made humans in 
his image. Certainly, we could discuss the term “image.” 
However, we prefer to follow the ancient Platonic authors 
who recognized in human beings the presence of the divine. 
This concealment of the soul by the body justifies spiritual 
practices and initiations capable of gradually liberating it. Let 
us not forget that it is the Platonic Academy of Florence 
under the aegis and impulse of Ficino and Pico who created 
the tradition of which we speak.  

Finally, let us remember that the current heirs of the Christian 
Kabbalists of the Renaissance, whether occultists or 
hermetists, must be proud of this heritage. They must always 
focus towards the ideal that their former masters manifested, 
bringing together the knowledge of texts and languages, 
associated with a constant inner practice. 

Excerpt from “ABC of Christian Kabbalah,” Editions Grancher, 
Jean-Louis de Biasi. 
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THE CELESTIAL CHIVALRY 
Everyone has his own image of medieval knights. This real 
caste, made up of nobles bearing arms, was made famous by 
the epic tales composed in medieval times. 

The troubadours and poets writing these fantastic and 
symbolic tales incorporated fundamental elements of the 
Western esoteric tradition. 

We see in these stories the birth of a kind of moral chivalry, 
placing spiritual ideals above physical combat. The search for 
the Grail is the best-known symbolic story and represents 
one of the essential aspects of our tradition. 

Some groups see this as the legacy of the Order of the 
Temple, which is false. Although this Order had individuals 
who could be called initiates, the Order by itself has never 
been an esoteric Order. 

Through his training, our Ill. Grand Patriarch Rose-Cross has 
received many teachings from Templar groups that have 
disappeared today. They were associated with the traditional 
dubbing. This complete inheritance was gradually integrated 
into the initial body of the Order, to offer each initiate the 
most complete keys of Christian esotericism. Despite his 
opposition to Papus and certain doctrinal religious 
confusions, Josephin Péladan’s initiative should be seen in 
the same context; this is why his ritual and doctrinal works 
are today taught in the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. 

Now, it is important to mention that this spiritual chivalry, 
this search for the Grail, can become celestial only on one 
condition: the initiate must develop in himself the so-called 
chivalrous moral values which will enable him to advance 
towards the divine vision. Although simple, they are an 
absolutely essential part of the training provided by the 
Order. Values such as courtesy, honesty, respect for the word 
given and humility, are all aspects that the initiate will have to 
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demonstrate to his initiators to be able to claim higher 
revelations. 

It is at this moment that the keys transmitted by the 
troubadours of the South of France to the knights will be 
progressively revealed, and the mysterious rose garden will 
reveal its mysteries to the initiate. 
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THE REAL ROSE-CROSS 

The Rose-Cross in History 
Maybe you already heard that the Rose-Cross tradition came 
from ancient Egypt. It takes only a few seconds of research 
to discover that this statement is historically false. Among 
countless archaeological publications, none reveal elements 
that can justify this kind of fantasy. One must be cautious 
about groups that have based their core on such a claim. 

It is therefore essential to present undeniable historical 
elements on which you can rely to better understand this 
fascinating tradition. 

We will associate more in-depth studies that you can find in 
the Blog of the website. 

The first chronological references are easy to understand and 
summarize: 

- French Middle Age: Foundation of the Rose-Cross 
Tradition in the South of France integrating Gnostic 
elements. 

- 1614, 1615, 1616: Publication of the fundamental writings 
on the Rose-Cross by John Valentin Andreae and his circle 
of friends. It seems that no Rose-Cross organization per se 
ever existed before. 

- 1777: Organization of a German Order linked to 
Freemasonry called “Golden and Rosy Cross.” This initiatic 
group was active for about nine years. 

- 1867: Organization in England, of the “Societas 
Rosicruciana in Anglia” (S.R.I.A.) derived from the “Societas 
Rosicruciana in Scotland” (S.R.I.S.) following the admission 
of William James Hughan. 

- 1850: Order of the Rose-Cross, heir of the original French 
Rose-Cross organized in medieval times. 
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- 1888: Stanislas de Guaita organizes in France our Order, 
called “Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross.” All the other 
Rose-Cross organizations that you can find in your research 
are post-early 19th century creations, such as AMORC. 

To understand the origin of these mysterious Rose-Cross 
organizations, it is necessary to look briefly at the history of 
this movement. We will leave aside the medieval period to 
begin with the publication of the famous books. 

Between 1614 and 1616, three strange books were published 
anonymously in Germany. The authors most likely were 
Pastor Johann Valentin Andreae and his circle of friends. The 
titles of these books are: 1- Fama Fraternitatis Rosae Crucis; 2- 
Confessio Fraternitatis; 3- The Chymical Wedding of Christian 
Rosenkreutz. 

According to modern historians, there is no indication of an 
occult group called the Rose-Cross or Rosae Crucis in 
Germany before these publications. Like most esoteric 
traditions or religions, the founding myths of the group 
created by Johann Valentin Andrae claimed that their work 
came from Antiquity. Although it is perfectly true that the 
symbols of the cross and the rose are old - having been used 
in poetry, religion, and esotericism since ancient times - the 
modern development of the Rose on the Cross symbol is new 
and we have no any indication of its existence in antiquity. 

It seems likely that Christian Kabbalists were directly 
involved in the transmission of an esoteric Christian heritage 
intimately associating a secret gnosis using inner ritual 
practices. These Christian initiates based their work on a 
knowledge different from the public dogmas imposed by the 
ecclesiastical power of Rome. Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa 
von Nettesheim (1486 - 1535) and Dr. Heinrich Khunrath 
(1560 - 1605) are two good proponents of this esoteric 
tradition. As evidenced in Agrippa’s magic books, the ancient 
pre-Christian traditions were known and used. He didn’t 
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seem to differentiate between ancient deities and divine 
Hebrew names. 

The symbolic representations presented in Heinrich 
Khunrath’s Amphitheatrum Sapientiae Aeternae, written in 1595, 
are at the heart of the tradition that is transmitted in the 
Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. They are taught in 
Chapters of our Order. 

One of the most famous illustrations (used to support a 
practice in chapter 7 of the ABC of Christian Kabbalah by Jean-
Louis de Biasi) represents a rose of light placed at the center 
of a cross. This magnificent engraving has an important place 
in the tradition of our Order. The analysis of this true 
mandala reveals a circular representation of the Kabbalistic 
Tree of Life that can be recognized as the first and most 
complete fusion between Hebrew Kabbalah and Christian 
Kabbalah. 

Nothing of this profound symbolism is present in the 
publications of Johann Valentin Andreae. His texts seem to 
have a different origin and purpose. As a German pastor, he 
published these manifestos a century after the Reformation 
of Luther (1517). Another of his works presents an ideal 
vision of Christianity symbolized by a city bearing the name 
of Christianopolis. Thus, it seems his goal was to use the 
“Rose-Cross” to present to the world his ideas on religion, 
philosophy, politics and society. It is traditional to use 
allegories in such discrete publications. The alchemical 
symbols associated with some powerful founding myths gave 
birth to a creation that surpassed its creators. Christian 
Rosenkreuz became the mythical father of the fraternity, 
both enlightened and immortal Master of the Rose-Cross 
Tradition. 

After this period, the Rose-Cross tradition was maintained in 
two ways: 

1- The Masonic Rose-Cross. 
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2- The groups of the French Medieval Rose-Cross. 

The Rose-Cross of the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross 
As we highlighted before, the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross Order was the first Rose-Cross Order to 
have been organized in the modern era – to be precise, 
in 1888. 

It comes from the groups of the French Medieval Rose-
Croix. 

Several pages of this website explain what this tradition was. 
Let us summarize the most important characteristics. 

1- Original Gnosis: The original Gnostic movements 
continued despite the opposition of the official Christian 
religious power. They resulted in the development of a strong 
mystical culture in the South of France known as Catharism. 
During the 19th century, the adepts Rose Cross of our Order 
incorporated other Gnostic notions derived from 
archaeological discoveries and spiritual revelations. Today 
the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross continues this work 
based on the gospels, treatises and Gnostic rituals belonging 
to the same tradition. 

2- Celestial Knighthood: During the Middle Ages a form 
of moral chivalry was developed, placing spiritual ideals 
above physical combat. The search for the Grail is the best-
known symbolic story, representing one of the essential 
aspects of our tradition. 

3- The troubadours: The troubadours from the South of 
France developed a specific form of esotericism, aiming an 
ascent towards the divine through the inner contemplation 
of the sacred mysteries. It is worth recalling the fundamental 
importance of the earliest novel of this period, called Novel of 
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the Rose. On several levels, this aspect of the Rose-Cross 
tradition is linked to celestial chivalry. 

4- Christian Kabbalah: The Christian Kabbalists of the late 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance united the theological, 
mystical and magical teachings within their heritage. This 
aspect is clearly visible in some of the degrees of the initiatic 
ritual of our Order. 

5- Occultism: The 19th century occultists, such as Stanislas 
De Guaita andPapus, associated our tradition with a set of 
remarkable psychic practices. They allow each initiate to 
pursue psychic training in perfect association with the 
degrees practiced. 

All these aspects, organized in a coherent way by years of 
work, are the essential characteristics of the oldest Rose-
Cross tradition. 
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MARTINISM and K.O.R.C. 
A few months after creating the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross, more than 80 years after the death of Saint 
Martin, Papus and Chaboseau, both Grand Officers of the 
Order, discovered they had received a consecration dating 
back to the famous theosophist. 

Papus claimed to have been initiated in 1882 to the rank of 
U.S. “Unknown Superior” (Supérieur Inconnu- S.I. in 
French) by Henri Delaage, who claimed a direct link with 
Saint-Martin by the system of “free initiations.” As for 
Chaboseau, his filiation would have been transmitted to him 
by his aunt Amelie de Boisse-Mortemart. Both decided to 
initiate each other and immediately informed the other 
leaders of the Order. Papus and Chaboseau gave this 
essentially spiritual tradition coming from Louis-Claude de 
Saint-Martin to the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. As 
Delaage stated, it was only materialized by “two letters and a 
few points.” 

Immediately aware of the richness of this heritage, the Order 
gave a body to this transmission by associating it with the 
initiation of “Unknown Philosopher” of the Masonic system 
of H.-T. Tschudi. Then, “Unknown Superior” became the 
preliminary degree of the Order. The Masonic version, 
originally essentially symbolic, was thus activated by the 
ritualistic knowledge of the members of the Order. The 
“Shining Star” was once again able to fully radiate. 

From that moment, any new member of the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Cross would first receive the “Unknown 
Superior,” “Adept of Saint Martin.” 

This first degree of U.S., the prerequisite, constitutes the 
moral and spiritual foundation of the Order. 
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Remember that Louis-Claude de Saint-Martin founded a 
“small school in Paris” a few years after the death of his 
master Martinès de Pasqually. This school (community) 
aimed at the purest spirituality. He incorporated the doctrines 
of Martinès into his own, and instituted the degree of U.S. 
This title was a resumption of the distinctive name of the 
supreme dignity of the members of the Sovereign Tribunal 
of the Order of the Elus Coen. Most secret societies used 
various degrees in their curriculum. Saint Martin chose to 
introduce a simple ritual consecration, whose goal was to 
communicate the key that opens the inner door of the soul 
though which we can reach the spheres of the Spirit. At these 
heights, no degrees are necessary. The only requirements are 
a manifestation of a true desire, a commitment of the soul 
and an awakening of the right will. 

The principles were both identical to and different from 
those of the Order of the Elus -Coen. Techniques and ritual 
preparations, for example, have always been relatively simple 
in the school of Saint Martin. In this mystical way, unlike 
certain magical and theurgic schools, the preparation step was 
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our daily inner work and our “moral attitude of purity.” This 
means that all ritual preparations are useless for someone 
who does not practice this inner step. This is the only 
condition to the approach of a true inner purity. 

It is for this reason that the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross has always considered this initiation as a moral 
prerequisite for the training undertaken. It was therefore 
unnecessary to create a “Martinist Order.” The first step of 
“Unknown Philosopher” is fundamental and requires only 
minimal theoretical training. This state is spiritual and 
constitutes an indomitable inner step. How can we imagine 
that we must study Kabbalah, theology or any other science 
to engage morally in such an inner step? Someone focusing 
only on abstract ideas has nothing to do with this type of 
spirituality. This is what the Martinist Order from Origins 
was. 

It was not until Papus and his successors that the idea 
appeared to make “Martinism” an Initiatic Order, organized 
in degrees crowned by the unique initiation given by Saint 
Martin, the “Unknown Superior.” 

A few years later, in 1891, the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross asked Papus to develop the initiation of the Unknown 
Superior in the form of an external Order whose essential 
role would be spirituality and Christian chivalry. Papus chose 
to structure it according to the Masonic system of three 
degrees. The only real initiation was obviously that of U.S. 
(Unknown Superior). Papus’ mission was unambiguous: the 
goal was to allow a larger number of people to discover the 
thought of Saint-Martin and to undertake the moral process 
represented in the purest form of Christian chivalry. 

This structure gave some stability to the Martinist Order, 
which continued to develop after the death of Papus and split 
later into a countless number of organizations. 
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The Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross, faithful to its spirit, 
continued to accept candidates having been initiated 
“Unknown Superior,” or initiated them according to the 
original form as a prerequisite to the initiatic process 
undertaken. 

The current Ill. Grand Patriarch Rose-Croix Jean-Louis de 
Biasi received all the Martinist lineages, making the 
Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross one of the most 
legitimate today. 
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MARTINISM 

 

Birth of Martinism 
Martinism is a spiritual movement created by the French 
philosopher and mystic Louis Claude de Saint-Martin. 
Contrary to what has often been written, he never founded 
an organized group or an initiatic order; rather, his work was 
essentially spiritual and philosophical. 

Born in Amboise on January 18, 1743, the Marquis Louis-
Claude de Saint-Martin became a lawyer before joining the 
army. With an officer's license, he joined the regiment of 
Foix, which was garrisoned in Bordeaux, thus joining the rich 
initiatic world of South-West France. Here he met M. de 
Grainville and was initiated into the Masonic Order of Elus-
Coë nfounded by Martines de Pasqually. A Freemason since 
1765, Saint-Martin was dazzled by Martines, and 
subsequently became his secretary. A few years later, as high 
dignitary Cohen, promoted to the supreme rank of “Reau-
Croix,” Saint-Martin left his Masonic activities, without 
denying his initiation “Cohen.” He devoted himself to his 
metaphysical studies, becoming the greatest of the French 
theosophists of his time (a term to be taken in the religious 
sense of the 18th century and not related to the movement 
created by Helena Blavatsky). 

When Saint-Martin discovered and translated the work of 
Jacob Böhme, he immediately realized the connection with 
the initiatic and theurgic Gnosticism of his former master 
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Martines de Pasqually. He said that Martines had the “active 
key of all that our dear Böhme exposes in his theories. It is 
an excellent marriage to our first School and our friend 
Böhme.” Saint Martin wished to place theurgy under the 
control of mysticism. The latter, according to him, goes 
straight to the upper region, while the first is exercised in a 
region where Good and Evil are confused and mingled. 

Saint Martin chose for a pen name the “Unknown 
Philosopher.” Under this pseudonym, he published an 
important and easily accessible work. Most of his works were 
written between 1775 and 1803, until his death at Châtenay, 
near Paris. 

By the magnitude of his work and the depth of his inner 
vision, the unknown philosopher could rightly be called the 
"French Swedenborg." 

The richness of his work, combined with his studies with 
Martines de Pasqually, led many disciples among the occult 
M of his time and helped to make known the system of Jacob 
Böhme. 

Birth of the Martinist Order 
In 1891, the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross (created in 
1888) asked Papus to develop the initiation of the Unknown 
Superior in the form of an external Order whose essential 
role would be spirituality and Christian chivalry. Papus chose 
to structure it according to the Masonic scale in three grades. 
The only real initiation was obviously the last, that of U.S. 
(Unknown Superior). Papus’ mission was unambiguous: it 
was to allow a greater number of people to discover the 
thought of Saint-Martin and to undertake the moral process 
represented in the purest form of Christian chivalry. 

This structure gave a certain durability to the Martinist Order, 
which continued to develop after the death of Papus and to 
branch out following the vagaries of its history. 



65 
 

For its part, the Kabbalistic Order of the Rosicrucian, faithful 
to its approach, continued to accept among its members 
candidates who had already received the initiation of Superior 
Unknown or transmitted them according to the original form 
as a prerequisite to the approach company within it. 

The Martinesist Doctrine 
It is necessary to begin with a summary of Martinès de 
Pasqually's doctrine. If you want to go further in your 
learning of this Masonic movement, we recommend reading 
French historians, such as Robert Amadou, Serge Caillet, and 
Antoine Faivre. 

G. Van Rijnberk presents the teaching of Martinès as follows: 
“To form an idea of his teaching we have three kinds of 
documents: 1. His Treatise on the Reintegration of Beings in 
their first properties, virtues and spiritual powers and divine. 
2. The rituals and catechisms of his Order of the Elect Coens. 
3. The letters on the magical operations addressed by the 
Master to Willermoz. 

The Treaty contains the secret doctrine (which was reserved 
only for the “Reaux-Croix” of the Order): It deals with the 
fall of the spirit, the fall of Man in matter, the occult History 
of Cosmos and of the Earth, the esoteric role of Evil and the 
demonic powers, and finally the possibility of a return of 
humanity to its first state of glory. 

The rituals and catechisms of the Order expose this same 
doctrine but veil it under the embroidery and ornamentation 
of mythical details according to the Masonic process. They 
also teach how man can purify himself and try to make 
himself worthy to enjoy, after death, all of his primitive 
privileges. 

Finally, Willermoz's letters teach the theurgic means to relate 
to the spirits of the higher and supreme spheres. 
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The doctrine of Martinès is a doctrine of the reintegration of 
beings. Reintegration involves prior expulsion, tragedy and 
denouement. Through worship and operative practices 
(evocations), man must obtain his reconciliation with God, 
then his reintegration into his primitive state. 

Interestingly, this doctrine could in certain points come 
closer to the hermetic conceptions of the Neoplatonic 
tradition. However, the speech is often confused, heavy and 
overloaded with convoluted turnings. We find nothing of the 
style which was characteristic of the Greek or Roman 
authors. 

For Martinès, God emanated spiritual beings, some of whom 
would follow their pride and seek to become equal to God, 
becoming creators themselves. To punish them, the Creator 
banished them from the spiritual world which they inhabited. 
God then created an androgynous being, Adam, to dominate 
these spirits; unfortunately, he in turn became the victim by 
wanting to create. He was then exiled to the land without 
contact with God and would from that moment have to use 
intermediary spirits to find this communication with his 
Creator and eventually be reconciled with him. This is the 
object of all magical rituals taught by Martinès. Following this 
path, humans could be reintegrated into their original form; 
only then could they teach other creatures who are still 
separated from God. 

Of course, many details and episodes embellish this myth and 
give a structure to the theurgic practices. 

Saint Martin rejected this ritual path as dangerous, without 
denying its value. Although he would always recognize the 
effectiveness of the studies and teachings of his master, his 
sensitivity would guide him to other horizons. His doctrine, 
however, remained the same on the merits, that is to say, on 
the conceptions of the fall of man in mind and matter, and 
the possibility that humanity could return to its first state of 
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glory. This is the path better known as “reintegration” or in 
the words of “Reau+Croix,” that of “reconciliation.” 

The Martinist Doctrine 
Let's consider now the message of Saint Martin. R. Amadou 
writes: “Saint Martin was Freemason, Saint Martin was Elu-
Cohen, Saint Martin agreed with Mesmerism. He participated 
himself to the rites and customs of these societies. He 
behaved like an irreproachable member of initiatic 
fraternities. But this attitude represents only one epoch of his 
life[1].” This is a crucial point that must be noted. The 
secretary of Martinès, practitioner of the theurgy, turned 
away. “Master,” he said to Martines one day, “are so many 
things needed to pray God?” This growing tendency in him 
prevailed; indeed, his quest was that of God: he had always 
been moved by the quest of Good, Beauty, and Truth which 
only God can fulfill. Consequently, his inner evolution 
moved him away from the material world to emphasize the 
inner path which would later be called the “mystic path” or 
“path of the heart.” After practicing the rites of Martinès, he 
read the authors of the time, including Voltaire, Rousseau, 
and Montesquieu. He considered these philosophers as “not 
very mystical.” Consequently, Saint-Martin began to write 
and build his own philosophy. 

when he discovered the writings of Jacob Böhme, which 
resulted in a true inner illumination, influencing his thoughts 
until his death. The message of Jacob Böhme reflected on the 
unknown philosopher, bringing Saint-Martin a truth and 
purification that none of the practices of the Elus-Cohens 
had been able to supply. He brought to France this revelation 
of n hidden and inner spiritual path coming from Böhme’s 
writings. To analyze in detail the thought of the Unknown 
Philosopher would take us too far here, so we will give only 
the most concise vision possible of what was for him the 
inner path, the search for the divine Sophia. Let's quote first 
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his foreword of his translation of the first book of Jacob 
Böhme: 

 “Jacob Böhme, known in Germany as the Teutonic 
Philosopher, and author of Aurora Nascent, as well as several 
other theosophical works, was born in 1575, in a small town 
in Haute Luzace, named the old Seidenburg, about half a mile 
from Gorlitz. His parents were of the low class of the people, 
poor, but honest. During his early years, he was occupied 
with keeping the cattle. When he was a little older, he was 
sent to school, where he learned to read and write; and from 
there he was apprenticed to a master cobbler at Gorlitz. He 
married at the age of 19, and had four boys, one of whom he 
taught as a shoemaker. He died in Gorlitz in 1624 from an 
acute illness. 

 

While he was apprentice, his master and mistress being 
absent for the moment, a stranger dressed very simply, but 
having a beautiful face and a venerable appearance, entered 
the shop, and, taking a pair of shoes, asked to buy it. The 
young man, not thinking himself in a position to sell these 
shoes, refused. The man insisted and Jacob asked for an 
excessive price, hoping to avoid any reproach from his 
master, or to discourage the buyer. The latter gave the asking 
price, took the shoes, and went out. He had gone only a few 
steps when he said in a loud, firm voice, “Jacob, Jacob, come 
here.” The young man was surprised and frightened to hear 
this stranger call him by his baptismal name, but having 
recovered, he went to him. The stranger with a serious, but 
friendly air, looked at Jacob with a glittering gaze of fire, took 
him by the right hand, and stated: “Jacob, you are small; but 
you will be great, and you will become another man, so much 
that you will be someone astonishing to the world. Be pious, 
fear God, and revere his word; especially carefully read the 
scriptures, in which you will find consolation and instruction, 
for you will have much to suffer. You will find poverty, 
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misery, and persecution, but be courageous and persevering, 
for God loves you and is propitious to you.” 

The stranger shook Jacob’s hand, stared at him again with 
bright eyes, and went away, without any indication that they 
would ever see each other again. 

After that time, Jacob Böhme naturally received, in several 
circumstances, various insights which opened to him an 
understanding of the various subjects which he treated in his 
writings. 

We are here in a totally different world than the one taught 
by Martinès. This is not a world of the occult in which 
magical knowledge is essential, but of a simple shoemaker, a 
man without great intellectual knowledge. We have to keep 
in mind that in the 18th century, such a man was very 
different from the initiates who were leading occult groups. 
We find no ceremonial, nor initiations. The only thing is a 
simple encounter between two men, a shoemaker and a 
stranger who revealed to him the unique door to the kingdom 
of the Spirit. 

The message of the shoemaker from Gorlitz would guide and 
support him in his search, opening the doors of the “spirit.” 
The figure of Sophia would be at the center of this doctrine. 

To situate this idea, let us quote a fragment of the book of 
Proverbs VIII-22.23 and 30.31: " The Lord brought me forth 
as the first of his works, before his deeds of old. I was formed 
long ages ago, at the very beginning, when the world came to 
be. [...] Then I was constantly at his side. I was filled with 
delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence, 
rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind.” In 
this perspective, Koyre writes: "Divine wisdom is, so to 
speak, the plan, the pre-existing model of creation. It does 
not create itself, it does not breed. She is only the ideal world 
or her image. An ideal and not a fiction, and that is why it has 
a certain reality. It represents the harmony of the creative 
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powers of God.” Böhme writes: “This virgin is a similitude 
of God, his image, his Wisdom in which the spirit sees itself 
and in which the Lord reveals his wonders. Divine Wisdom, 
still called Sophia, Eternal Word, Glory and Splendor of God, 
is therefore a mirror, a fourth term that God opposes in order 
to be able to reflect, realize, and become fully aware of same.” 
In the introduction to the Ministry of the Man-Spirit (Paris 
1802), Saint Martin summarizes with remarkable clarity the 
foundations of this Western tradition. This text is of great 
importance: “The present physical and elementary nature is 
only a residue and an alteration of an earlier nature, that J. 
Böhme calls eternal nature; (...) This current nature formerly 
formed in all its constituency, the empire and the throne of 
one of the angelic princes, named Lucifer; (...) This prince 
wishing to reign only by the power of fire and anger, and 
putting aside the reign of love and the divine light, which 
should have been his only torch, enflamed the entire 
constituency of his empire; (...) The divine wisdom opposed 
to this fire a temperate and cold power that contains this fire 
without extinguishing it, which is the mixture of good and 
bad that we see today in nature.” Man, explains St. Martin, 
“is placed in nature to contain Lucifer in the pure element. 
He is formed of fire, of the principle of light, and of the 
quintessential principle of physical or elemental nature. Yet 
he lets himself be attracted more by the temporal principle of 
nature than by the other two principles and falls into sleep 
and matter. (...) The two other dyes, one igneous and the 
other aquatic, which were to be united in man, and to identify 
with Wisdom or Sophie - but which are now divided - seek 
each other with ardor, hoping to find this missing Sophie in 
each other. 

Thus, the divine wisdom is placed in a key place since man 
must identify with it to find the principle of the Light. 

 “The man discovering the science of his own greatness, 
learns that by leaning on a universal basis, his intellectual 
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being becomes the true Temple, that the torches which must 
illuminate him are the lights of the thought that surround him 
and follow him everywhere; that the priest is his confidence 
in the necessary existence of the principle of order and life. It 
is this burning and fruitful persuasion before which death and 
darkness disappear; that perfumes and offerings, it is his 
prayer, it is his desire and his zeal for the reign of the 
exclusive Unity; that the altar is that eternal convention 
founded on its own emanation, and to which God and Man 
come to surrender, to find one his glory and the other his 
happiness; in a word, that the fire destined for the 
consumption of burnt offerings, that fire which was never to 
be extinguished, is that of that divine spark which animates 
man and which, if he had been faithful to his primitive law, 
would have made it forever as a shining lamp placed in the 
path of the throne of the Lord, to light the footsteps of those 
who had departed from it; because, finally, man must no 
longer doubt that he had received existence only to be the 
living testimony of the Light and Divinity.” 

This quote from the book Tableau Naturel shows us clearly 
the approach of Saint-Martin. All visible and external aspects, 
candles, perfumes, offerings, and the altar, are interiorized. 
The point is not to progress on this path with visible rites, 
but to begin with the inner journey to the throne of glory 
where the Son of God sits and then to ascend by the right 
path to the Eternal present in us. This will be the approach 
of the Unknown Philosopher, allowing other pure 
philosophical speculations on the side. It will become an 
inner elevation through prayer, zeal, and the desire for unity 
in God. 

Whoever feels this inner call, this will to follow the ascending 
path, becomes a man of desire, animated by the desire of 
God. This path leading to spiritual initiation became with 
Saint Martin a way of prayer and asceticism, quite 
independent of the outer ways known at that time. It rejects 
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nothing and even if in a rite a candle is lit, this ritual act does 
not become a magical act, but instead the materialization of 
an inner state of consciousness. This did not prevent Saint 
Martin from studying the universe in a way that seems very 
modern today; we will quote only a few sentences to illustrate 
this point: “It is indisputable that the subject exists only by 
the movement, because we see that when the bodies are 
deprived of the one which is granted to them for a time, they 
dissolve and disappear imperceptibly. It is obvious that the 
extension exists only by the movement.” 

Following a famous symbol, he compares the universe to a 
book: “The first cause, God, is the writer; nature, the written 
book and the man the reader. But this reader does not 
understand very often the exact meaning of the pages of the 
book. It is necessary to have the patient meditations.” 

It is obvious today that Saint-Martin created a new spiritual 
practice coming from his readings of Jacob Böhme. 
However, this is not a practice of immobility or passivity. The 
men of desire described by Saint Martin are men of action, 
fiery and not fatalistic. They do not allow themselves to be 
overwhelmed by the impressions or influences of the 
invisible. They have in them the desire for God, the desire 
for knowledge and wisdom. They do not let themselves be 
fooled by this ocean of illusions. 

The man of desire is a man of action, but according to Saint 
Martin, not a magician. However, Saint Martin does advocate 
the inner way, not the passive way! It has been too much 
believed that if the way was interior it became passive, distinct 
from the external action. However, this is not so. The 
foundation of this inner way is prayer and through it, the 
believer will find peace in the inner temple of his soul. 

The path of the heart of the Unknown Philosopher is 
paradoxically a path that is as much in the visible as in the 
invisible. It is a path of desire understood as a pure 
dynamism, a will. 
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He will walk toward God dressed only in white, with humility, 
speaking the language of love. No trace of passivity exists in 
this man of desire who can rise, meditating to himself the 
scriptures and the way of the elders, and seeking union with 
God. His external action will be only the materialization of 
an inner state. As the scriptures say: “But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well” (Mt 6:33). 

Thus, Martinism can be seen as a real spiritual path still 
relevant today. This message and this inner experience can 
change the way we see the world and enlighten the flame that 
is hidden in our soul. According to Papus, Saint-Martin gave 
us “two letters and some points.” However, he also gave us 
access to a spiritual revelation still present in the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Cross. 

 [1] R. Amadou, Louis Claude De Saint-Martin, Ed. Adyar, 
1946. 
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OCCULTISM 
Papus was one of the great figures of neo-occultism. His 
countless books present occult abilities, the invisible powers 
of Nature, and how to use them. 

Occultism affirms the existence of energies called “fluids” 
that manifest an invisible world within the visible world, 
seeking analogies and correspondences between visible and 
invisible, but also between various beings. Therefore, 
practical occultism presupposes the knowledge and use of 
magic, astrology, divination techniques, occult medicine and 
alchemy. 

Agrippa of Nettesheim, Eliphas Levi, Papus and the initiates 
around him developed rituals and practices to use these 
invisible forces for the sake of the postulant. 

As Agrippa wrote: “Magic, [occultism, occult philosophy] is 
a faculty that has a very great power, full of very high 
mysteries, and which contains a very deep knowledge of the 
most secret things, their essence, their power, their quality, 
their substance, their effects, their difference, and their 
relation. Whence it produces its marvelous effects by the 
union and application it makes of the different virtues of the 
higher beings with those of the inferior. (...) Theology helps 
us to know who God is, who are the Angels, the Intelligences, 
the Daïmons, the soul, the mind, the religion ... the virtue of 
words and figures, secret operations and mysterious signs.” 

To summarize, we can say that the occultist principles are 
based on three main points: 

1- Energies and Spirits: Occultism is based on the belief of 
an invisible world made of energy and inhabited by spirits. 
This hidden world is embedded in the visible world. The 
magus knows and manipulates the following “occult 
powers:” the influence of the stars, the power of the sounds, 
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the hidden action of the symbols, the geniuses of the places, 
the spirits of the forest, etc. 

2- Sympathies and antipathies: Everything around us is linked 
by rules of sympathy and antipathy, that is to say of friendship 
or hostility that the magus must know and can use. The main 
text is from Ostanès the Mage. As he states: “Nature in such 
a case charms nature, nature in such a case dominates nature, 
nature in such a case is defeated by nature. The magnet and 
the iron are in sympathy, they are ‘charmed.’”  

3- Analogies and Correspondences: The fundamental 
doctrine of occultism is that of analogies and 
correspondences. There are symbolic relationships between 
the spiritual world and the material world, vertically, from top 
to bottom, and horizontally, between the various elements of 
each world, spiritual or material. The main text stating this 
law is the famous Emerald Table of Hermes Trismegistus: 
“What is below is like what is above, and what is above is like 
what is below, to do the miracles of an only thing.” For 
example, there is an analogy, an identity of structure between 
God (above) and the Sun (below), between the World 
(macrocosm) and Man (microcosm), and correspondences, 
homologies, correlations, relations between the Mineral 
kingdom of the World and the bones of Man, between the 
Sun and the right eye, etc. 

All the books we just mentioned (Agrippa, Eliphas Levi, 
Papus) are the subject of lessons in the Order. The keys 
found in these books are practiced under the protection of 
the egregore. 

This is the way the initiate can progress efficiently, using all 
the sacred powers that the heavenly powers have placed in 
his soul. 
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THEOLOGY and LITURGY 
Most of the Grand Patriarchs of the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross were consecrated Christian Priests in 
indisputable apostolic successions. Some of them were in 
charge of religious communities for a number of years. 

However, it is worth saying that the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross does not segregate religiously and welcomes 
candidates regardless of their beliefs. Nevertheless, an 
initiatic Order such as ours, heir of the esoteric Christian 
tradition, has always considered that the teaching of theology 
is fundamental. 

This is why, from the first year of teaching, each course 
contains a section dedicated to theology. The documents 
used in these documents come from the historical archives 
held by the current Grand Patriarch R+C. Some come from 
ancient Orders of the Temple. 

After a few years and after the foundations have been 
established, more advanced theological studies are offered to 
the initiates. These studies extensively develop some 
important doctrinal topics, as well as the study of famous 
theologians who cannot be ignored. 

It should be noted that we do not limit this study to Catholic 
theology. On the contrary, these teachings include what the 
temporal power of the Catholic Church has described as 
heresies. This is essential, as theology can be associated with 
the study and practice of gnosis. 

Besides this intellectual study, the liturgy represents the 
visible part enacted in the ceremonies. The knowledge of the 
symbolic tools used in rites, gestures and ritual clothes is 
fundamental for an initiate. This teaching is given through 
courses and books provided to members of the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Croix as part of their initiatic journey. 
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Therefore, this part of the learning is closely linked to the 
priesthood received in the Archconfraternity of Ieschouah 
and the degree of Patriarch Rose-Cross. 

This coherent organization will allow the initiate to reach the 
heart of the authentic Rose-Cross tradition and accomplish 
his mission in the circle of the Rose-Cross. 
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THE GRAND PATRIARCHS R+C 

Vicomte Louis Charles Édouard de Lapasse 
(1792-1867) 

The Vicomte Edouard de Lapasse was a famous doctor who 
lived in the city of Toulouse (France) during the last century. 
However, we look in vain for his name in the work of 
Philippe Wolff: The History of Toulouse. 

From old Spanish nobility, his ancestors had settled in the 
southwest from the 13th century and served the Count of 
Foix. 

Louis Charles Edouard was born on January 21, 1792. His 
mother was a Cardaillac, a family allied with the Marquis 
d'Osmond, King's ambassador in London. 

Louis attended the “Lycée de Bordeaux” and then studied 
Law at Toulouse. Although he loved poetry, he embarked 
upon a military career by joining the company of the King's 
light horses in 1814. 

With the support of Mr. d'Osmond, he became secretary of 
the embassy and as such, traveled throughout Europe: 
London (1815), Hanover (1818), and Berne (1824). 

 

He certainly met the Rose-Cross in Germany (connected 
with Baron Von Eckartshausen) and on their 
recommendation, was directed to Palermo (1831) to Prince 
Balbiani who initiated him into the Hermeticism of the Rose-
Cross. Balbiani, then very old, knew Cagliostro personally. 
He accessed the libraries of the abbeys of La Cava, Monte 
Cassino and Montreal. 

Returning to France, De Lapasse learned about the archives 
of the French Rose-Cross, and familiarized himself with the 
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works of Paracelsus, Van Helmont, Robert Fludd, and David 
de Planis-Campy. 

At the same time, he studied medicine at the Faculty of Paris. 
He gave great importance to the school of Salerno and the 
school of Montpellier (see Arnaud de Villeneuve), although 
he never received a diploma. 

Louis Charles Edouard married a woman named Lagarde and 
had one daughter named Blanche. Unfortunately, Lagarde 
died in childbirth, and Blanche also died, shortly after 
marrying M. de la Bourdonnaye. 

For a while, the Vicomte was a journalist for the newspapers 
The Renovator or The Daily. He attended the salons of the 
Countess of Boigne and met M. de Remusat. Then in 1842, 
he returned to the practice of free medical care in Toulouse, 
where he is said to have cured epilepsy, phthisis, and 
rheumatism. 

 

He published some very important books on the art of 
preserving life, about hygiene, and therapeutics for the poor. 
He was also interested in agriculture and wrote many books 
of poetry, novels, political and philosophical studies, 
including a Physiology of Nations. In addition, he maintained 
floral games and served as president of the archaeological 
society of Toulouse. For a short time in 1865, he was a 
councilor in that city. He died in 1867 at the castle of Lussac 
at the house of M. de Montesquiou. 

Here is what Prince Balbiani said to Vicomte de Lapasse 
about the fraternity of the Rose-Cross: “I happen to be Rose-
Cross and as such, people believe I am Freemason. It is a 
mistake. Freemasonry has just given one of its degrees the 
name of Rose Cross.” 

The layman confuses the Masons who have reached this 
“dark dignity” with the brothers of the Rose-Cross whose 
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institution dates back to the 15th century. The vulgar are 
mistaken. The true Rose Cross are outside Masonic 
organizations. 

 “The old Rose-Cross initiates were named among 
themselves the “Edelphes.” They were required to keep 
under oath their hidden doctrine from the eyes of the non-
initiate. They found a new idiom to express the nature of 
beings. They committed to hasten the reign of the Pure 
Spirit.” 

Notes and sources: 

- The biography of Vicomte Louis-Charles-Edouard de 
Lapasse was traced by Count Fernand de Rességuier, Praise 
of the Vicomte de Lapasse, Floral Games, Toulouse, 1869, 
printing Douladoure. 

- Essay on the preservation of life, Paris 1860, Victor Masson 

- Firmin Boissin, in 1869, in Visionaries and Illuminated, 
Paris Liepmannssohn and Dufour 

Firmin Boissin 
(1835- 1893) 

Firmin Boissin was born in Vernon near Joyeuse, in the 
department of Ardèche (France), on December 17, 1835. 

After the communal school, he studied at the minor seminary 
of Aubenas and the seminary of Viviers. He obtained a BA 
at the University of Montpellier. He taught grammar in 
Cavaillon and Avignon, then spent some time in Spain where 
he worked as a public writer.  

Writer and Journalist 
He moved to Paris and worked at the Arsenal library (which 
at that time had as curator-administrator Paul-Mathieu 
Laurent “Laurent de l'Ardèche”) where he wrote articles for 
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magazines and newspapers. He published his first works 
under the pseudonym Simon Brugal (surname of his maternal 
grandmother). 

In 1869, then 34 years old, he wrote in the Courrier de Rouen 
and in 1871 he became editor of the magazine Messager de 
Toulouse. Although most of his career was spent in 
Toulouse, he remained attached to his home region, the 
Vivarais, about which he wrote several historical novels. The 
best known of these is Jan de la Lune, evoking the counter-
revolution in Vivarais, published in 1877. The story takes 
place partly in the wood of Païolive and other actual, well-
known locations: La Gleyzasse, Cornillon, Saint-Eugene, etc. 
But the fictional writing gives them a dramatic scope that 
unfolds in descriptions appealing to the imagination. The 
book tells of the counter-revolutionaries of Jalès who were 
faithful to the count of Saillans, and their temporary hiding 
places. 

Caves and troglodyte shelters frequently offered protection 
to the persecuted populations, the armed gangs and the 
clandestine ones: “The Gleyzasse is a cave two hundred feet 
long, thirty wide and sixty high, the upper parts of which are 
joined in a pointed arch, which gives it the appearance of a 
church nave and has earned its name. This nave has two 
openings: one to Chassezac and the other opening onto a 
path dug into the limestone.” 

Boissin also lived a career as a literary critic. 

In 1887, he was elected Keeper of the Academy of Floral 
Games of Toulouse (literary society founded in Toulouse in 
the Middle Ages, probably the oldest in the Western world). 

He was also a member of the Order of the Rose-Cross. Prior 
to being Commander of the Order, in 1858 he received in his 
ranks Adrien Péladan, homeopathic doctor and brother of 
Joséphin Péladan. 
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Frédéric Boissin maintained an abundant correspondence 
with his cousin, Camille Vielfaure, who was the deputy of 
Ardeche (1881-1889).  

Having contracted an eye disease, Firmin Boissin retired to 
Ardèche where he died in 1893 at the age of 58.  
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Peladan Brothers 
Adrien Peladan (1844 – 1885) – Josephin Peldan (1858 – 
1918) 

Adrien Peladan 
Chronological biography of Dr. Adrien Peladan by Dr. 
Robert Séror: 

1844 – Birth in Nîmes, Gard, France, on June 18th. 

1869 (25 years old) - Studies at the Faculty of Medicine of 
Montpellier. 

 

1869 (25 years) - Traitement homéopathique de la 
spermatorrhée, de la prostatorhée, de l’hypersécrétion des 
glandes vulvo-vaginales et des diverses formes de ces 
affections. (Thesis in the city of Lyon: Homeopathic 
treatment of spermatorrhea, prostatorhea, hypersecretion of 
vulvo-vaginal glands and various forms of these affections. 
Paris, In 8, 98 pages.) 

1875 (31 years) - founded a magazine: The Homeopathy of 
Families and Doctors. 

1878 (34 years) - Published at Baillière: Traitement héroïque 
de la gravelle au moyen de médicaments spécifiques (Heroic 
treatment of gravel using specific drugs) (Baillière, 1878). 

1885 (41 years) - Death 

I quote my friend Dr. Olivier Rabanes: ... “His death is a 
tragic episode of the distribution of homeopathic medicines 
by a doctor: Peladan swallows a trituration of strychnine in 1 
° decimal to try it in front of a patient. He dies immediately. 

Controversy ensues with the manufacturer: the pharmacy W. 
Schwabe: “This one may not have taken enough precautions 
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before delivering such a potent toxic that obviously should 
have been diluted before use.” 

1886 - Posthumous publication of his work: Anatomie 
homologique. La triple dualité du corps humain et la polarité 
des organes splanchniques (Homologous Anatomy. The 
triple duality of the human body and the polarity of the 
splanchnic organs) (Baillière, 1886) 

Josephin Peladan 
The Sar Mérodack Joséphine Peladan, pseudonym of Joseph-
Aimé Peladan (or Péladan), a French writer, art critic, and 
occultist, was born in Lyon on March 28, 1858, and died in 
Neuilly-sur-Seine on June 27, 1918.  

Biography 
Coming from a family of farmers and traders, Joseph-Aimé 
Peladan, who would later choose the name of Joséphin, was 
the son of Louis-Adrien Peladan, a journalist at the magazine 
La France littéraire,and founder of “La Semaine religieuse.” 
His elder brother, Adrien, a future doctor and scholar, taught 
him early all kinds of knowledge and, from childhood, he 
traveled to Avignon or Nimes. He manifested an 
independent spirit that required him to be expelled from high 
school for calling a professor an atheist, then expelled again 
from the minor seminary of Nîmes. 

He became an employee at the “Faillelle credit” in Paris, and 
traveled to Rome and Florence, where he discovered with 
great excitement the Quattrocento and Leonardo da Vinci. 
Back in Paris, he published a short story, “Le chemin de 
Damas” (The Damascus Way), and joined the novelist 
Arsène Houssaye as an art critic. 

In 1884, he met Leon Bloy and Paul Bourget. Jules Barbey 
d’Aurevilly wrote the foreword of his novel, Le Vice Supreme 
(The Supreme Vice) in 1884. This book, full of romance and 
occultism, depicts the fight of secret relentless powers trying 



86 
 

to destroy humanity, and resolutely opposes Zola's 
naturalism, of which the author said: “this Pig-Zola, this pig 
who is at the same time a donkey.” This manifesto brought 
Peladan an immediate celebrity at 26 years old. Jean Lorrain 
nicknamed him “the white pelican.” He became angry with 
Léon Bloy, spent two days in prison for neglecting to 
regularize his military situation, and published a very large 
number of texts including, in 1888, his most famous book, 
Istar. He chose the title of “Sar” and the Babylonian name 
“Merodack.” 

Peladan, whose knowledge was more brilliant than solid, was 
quick to escape the discussions that put him in the hot seat. 
He was intoxicated by the success of his book, The Supreme 
Vice for the curiosity he was creating in the salons, where he 
was trying to shine. 

Peladan was eccentric in his personal habits and clothing 
preferences. He used the seven fragrances corresponding to 
the seven planets but with an emphasis on eucalyptus. He 
wore gray-skinned gloves and a broad collar of lace without 
a tie, wrapped around his neck, wide enough to receive a large 
bunch of violets.. He draped himself in a black Arabic cloth 
of camel’s hair, filamented with gold threads, in old blue 
velvet, booted of buckskin. Finally, like Absalom, he was 
hairy, with a beard anointed with cedar. His unique 
appearance made him the target of caricaturists and 
comedians. He was nicknamed “the Magus of Epinal,” the 
“Sar dîne à l'huile” (French joke on the name “Sar”), “Platon 
du Terrail” or “the pedaling Sar.” Rodolphe Salis chose to 
call him “Artaxerfesse.” 

When Peladan discovered Wagner, he went to Bayreuth 
wearing a white coat, a sky-blue tunic, a lace jabot and suede 
boots, with an umbrella held by a shoulder belt. If Wagner's 
widow refused to receive him, this did not prevent him from 
publishing Wagner's operas in French with his annotations 
“as therapeutics to detoxify France from its materialism.” 
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Without false modesty, he declared: “I conquered, by force 
of talents, perhaps of genius, the right of my full thought, 
whole, and before all.”  

Martinism 
In 1887, Peladan founded the first Martinist lodge in Paris, 
rue Pigalle, with Papus, who probably initiated it, and 
Stanislas de Guaita.  

The Order and the Salons de la Rose-Croix 
It is because of his brother Adrien (1844-1885), one of the 
first French homeopaths, that Josephin Peladan joined a 
branch of the Rose-Cross in Toulouse. 

In 1888, Peladan, with Stanislas de Guaita,founded the 
“kabbalistic order of the Rose-Cross” which also had Papus 
and Charles Barlet. Pretending a refusal of operative magic, 
he broke away from the group in 1891 to create the “Order 
of the Catholic and aesthetic Rose-Cross of the Temple and 
the Grail.” In 1892, he composed the formula “Ad Rosam 
per Crucem ad Crucem per Rosam, in ea eis gemmatus 
resurgam - Non nobis non nobis Domine, sed nominis tui 
gloria soli, Amen,” which takes up a Templar motto by 
adding to it a Rosicrucian tone. This formula would be 
repeated later by other Rosicrucian movements. 

The following year, he organized the first Salon of the Rose-
Cross, from March 10 to April 10, at the gallery Durand-Ruel. 
It was a big success. Sixty artists took part, including a 
number of talented painters and sculptors (Ferdinand 
Hodler, Fernand Khnopff, Jean Delville, Carlos Schwabe and 
Antoine Bourdelle). Twenty thousand Parisians and the all-
Paris worldly and artistic, including Stéphane Mallarmé, 
Emile Zola, Paul Verlaine, and Gustave Moreau, came to visit 
it, to the sound of the “Prelude of Parsifal and Trumpet 
Rings” composed by Richard Wagner.. Several Salons of the 
Rose-Cross would follow from 1892 to 1897. Several 
students of Gustave Moreau, such as Georges Rouault, or 
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those who would become Nabis, participated, although some 
artists like Edward Burne-Jones, Pierre Puvis de Chavannes 
and Gustave Moreau declined the invitation. 

These Salons remain one of the major events of the last 
decade of the 19th century; they stand for the renewal of 
idealism and reflect a spiritual trend that drives the great 
movements of art of the early 20th century. 

Peladan's ambition was to uproot ugliness from the modern 
world, thus opposing the materialism surrounding it. As such, 
he was a spokesman for the Symbolist movement. He wrote 
several manifestos that testify to a great artistic culture and a 
striking aesthetic, Refutation of Taine, that accompanies his 
major work, The Idealist and Mystic Art (Paris, 1894). 
Advocating a re-sacralization of art and life, Peladan 
deliberately opted for a transfer of religion to art, in the purest 
Baudelairian tradition. His tone, the symbols chosen for the 
Rose-Cross, do not really belong to an esotericism that has 
often been caricatured, but manifests a will to oppose the 
trivial. If Peladan often used a polemic or lyrical tone, 
revealing his passionate character, it is in the service of 
sincere convictions and a defense of the greatness of art that 
he considered at risk in his time. 

Stanislas de Guaita 
(1861 – 1897) 

1st Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

Stanislas de Guaïta was born in the region of Lorraine 
(France) on April 6, 1861 at the castle of Alteville, near 
Tarquimpol. He was linked by his mother, Marie-Amélie 
Grandjean, to this French region and by his father, François-
Paul de Guaïta, to an old noble family of Lombardy (Italy), 
established in Lorraine since 1800, with the title of Marquis. 
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While attending high school in the city of Nancy around 
1880, de Guaïta became friends with Maurice Barrès and later 
joined the initiatic Order called Martinism. A foreword of 
one of the editions of Au seuil du mystère (At the threshold 
of the mystery) is signed by Maurice Barrès. We don’t know 
whether the two men shared the same political convictions. 
Barres evolved from an individualistic aestheticism to a 
nationalist and Catholic mysticism of the Earth and the dead, 
centered on a republican patriotism. 

It is in the writings of Peladan that Stanislas de Guaïta found 
his first door into the occult universe. Subsequently, he was 
introduced to Christian mysticism through the writings of 
Eliphas Levi, of which he would become the commentator. 
Fabre d'Olivet directed him to the great mysteries in general 
and to the Hebrew language, while the writings of Saint-Yves 
d'Alveydre introduced him to synarchism. Although he had 
mocked Papus for the choice of his pseudonym, he became 
friends with this famous figure of the occult world. 

Guaita preached a spiritualism that exalted the Christian 
Tradition, which, thanks to the eventual establishment of a 
form of ideal government, was to lead to the advent of the 
kingdom of God. In 1888, in the same spirit, he founded, 
with Péladan, the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. 
Papus joined the group immediately, but then Peladan 
separated from it to create another order: the Catholic Rose-
Cross, alleging his refusal of operative magic. 

Stanislas was the young poet to whom Mendes had just 
revealed Eliphas Levi. The poet Guaita (The Birds of 
Passage, 1881, The Black Muse, 1883, Rosa mystica, 1885) 
"by his classicism of form and writing, was closer to the 
Parnassians than the Symbolists, so much so that they were 
in him two distinct beings: The hermetist aristocrat and 
generous on the one hand, the poet tormented on the other 
hand.” 
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Addicted to narcotics, he died prematurely on December 19, 
1897, at the age of 36. He was buried in the cemetery of 
Tarquimpol. Some have claimed that he succumbed to an 
overdose, but his family denied this. Rather, he may have 
been taken by serious kidney problems. However, it is 
possible that the writer, suffering and feeling his end near, 
may have massively used cocaine and perhaps other products 
like heroin. 

In collaboration with his secretary and friend Oswald Wirth, 
he made a Tarot that is still published today under the name 
“Tarot of Wirth.”  

François Charles Barlet  
(1838 – 1921) 

2nd Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

F.-Ch. Barlet was one of the first members of the French 
branch of the Theosophical Society, which he left at the same 
time as Papus in 1888. In 1887, along with Papus, Josephin 
Peladan, Paul Sedir, Lucien Chamuel, Stanislas de Guaita, 
Augustin Chaboseau and many others, he belonged to a 
group called: “the Independent Group of Esoteric Studies” 
(GIDEE). When GIDEE took the name of “Hermetic 
School,” F.-Ch. Barlet was one of seven counsellors. He 
continued to be with Papus as member of the “Faculty of 
Hermetic Sciences” which was created from the “Hermetic 
School.” He became a member of the Kabbalistic Order of 
the Rose-Cross in 1888 and its Grand Master in December 
1897 upon the death of Guaita. He also became a member of 
the First Supreme Council of the “Martinist Order” in March, 
1891. 

It is possible that F.-Ch. Barlet knew Max Théon as early as 
1871. It seems established that, around 1885, he was a 
member of the “Hermetic Brotherhood of Luxor” (HB of L.) 
which Théon founded in London. When the HB of L. 
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became the “Cosmic Movement,” F.-Ch. Barlet was 
nominated representative in Paris. He was director of “La 
Revue Cosmique” from 1901 to 1903 and took part in the 
publication of the first two volumes of La Tradition 
Cosmique in 1903. On two occasions, in 1900 and 1901, he 
visited Théon on his estate in Tlemcen in Algeria. 

F.-Ch. Barlet was also bishop of the “Gnostic Church” 
founded by Jules Doinel in 1890, and representative in 
France of the “Eastern Esoteric Center,” which he left in 
1908 when its founder, Albert de Saràk, was unmasked as a 
crook. 

Papus 
(1865 – 1916) 

3rd Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

Gerard Anaclet Vincent Encausse, known as Papus (July 13, 
1865 - October 25, 1916), was a French doctor and occultist.  

Biography 
Born on July 13, 1865, in La Corogne,Spain, from a French 
father and a Spanish mother, Gérard Encausse spent his 
youth in Paris, where he received a doctorate in medicine in 
July 1894. Before even finishing his studies around 1886, he 
began to fight a limited view of science by disseminating a 
doctrine synthesizing various aspects of Western esotericism. 
Several well-known figures of this time such joined this 
group,including the chemist Louis Lucas, the mathematician 
Wronski, the alchemist Cyliani , the Pythagorean Lacuria, the 
magnetizer Hector Durville, Antoine Fabre d'Olivet, and 
Alexandre Saint-Yves d'Alveydre. Encausse called himself 
Papus after the name of a spirit of the Nuctameron, 
attributed to Apollonius of Tyana. The writings of Louis-
Claude de Saint-Martin deeply changed him from about 1889. 
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Shortly after, in 1890, he resigned from the Theosophical 
Society of Mrs. Blavatsky.  

Various Orders 
In 1891, with Augustin Chaboseau, he founded the Martinist 
Order, which owes its name to the memory of Louis-Claude 
de Saint-Martin and J. Martinès de Pasqually. Members from 
many countries were initiated, including Russia. The official 
magazine of the Order, L’initiation, was founded by Papus in 
1888. Its contributors were those who had worked with him 
in the various esoteric groups, such as Stanislas de Guaita, 
Peladan, Charles Barlet, Matgioi, Marc Haven, Paul Sedir, 
Albert de Rochas d'Aiglun, Lucien Chamuel, and Fernand 
Rozier. But at this time, the names of Martines de Pasqually, 
Saint-Martin, or Willermoz were less known than those of 
Fabre d'Olivet and Eliphas Levi. Paul Adam, Maurice Barres, 
Victor-Emile Michelet, Peladan, Camille Flammarion, Emma 
Calve, and Albert de Rochas were among the first renowned 
Martinists. 

Throughout his life, Papus joined many initiatic organizations 
such as the Theosophical Society of Helena Blavatsky in 
1887, the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross of Peladan 
and Guaita in 1888, the Gnostic Church of France by Jules 
Doinel in 1892, the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn in 
1895, the Freemasonry of Rite Swedenborgian (1901) of 
which he would be the Grandmaster, the Rite of Memphis-
Misraim in 1908, and the Ordo Templi Orientis. He had 
several conflicts with the tenants of the so-called “regular” 
Masonic lodges, so on June 24, 1908, he organized an 
international Masonic conference in Paris, attended by 
representatives of “irregular” Masonic organizations. 

On the other hand, in December 1889, Papus created a group 
organizing researches, courses and conferences on various 
aspects of Western esotericism, called “the Independent 
Group of Esoteric Studies” (GIEE) which became the outer 
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circle of the Martinist Order and took the name of “Free 
Faculty of Hermetic Sciences” in March 1897. The courses 
were numerous (about a dozen per month), and the subjects 
were mainly related to Kabbalah, Alchemy, tarot divination, 
and the history of hermetic philosophy. Papus, Sedir, Victor-
Emile Michelet, Fernand Rozier and A. Chaboseau, among 
others, were the teachers. The Alchemy section was directed 
by François Jollivet-Castelot, who originated the “Alchemic 
Society of France.” 

This vast hermetic movement, mainly motivated by Papus, 
nourished the literature and the arts of the time. Péladan, 
Catulle Mendes, Paul Adam, and Villiers of Isle-Adam wrote 
several texts for the first issues of the magazine The 
Initiation. August Strindberg, during his stay in Paris, shared 
his expertise in alchemy. Young painters such as Nabis also 
felt Papus’ influence. With Stanislas de Guaita, Papus was 
involved in the Boullan affair, a feud with Jules Bois and J.-
K. Huysmans, in 1893.  

Doctor Encausse 
As a doctor, Papus was innovative, using homeopathy, 
dosimetry, and electrotherapy. With his chemist father, he 
created a health institute on rue Rodier in the IX° district of 
Paris. This facility specialized in baths, fumigations and 
massages. He also opened a medical office, on rue Balzac, in 
Tours. 

Papus died in Paris on October 25, 1916, as a result of his 
service as Armed Forces Medical Major on the Eastern Front 
during the autumn and winter of 1914. He was buried in the 
Père-Lachaise Cemetery, at the 93rd Division. 
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Teder 
(? – 1918) 

4th Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

Henri-Charles Detre, better known as “Teder,” was the 
Grand Master of the Martinist Order, the successor of Papus 
and the predecessor of Jean Bricaud. He had a strong 
understanding of Martinist rituals and updated those 
developed by Papus. This work was done on the basis of the 
materials inherited from François-Charles Barlet and 
Edouard Blitz. 

Besides his activity as Grand Master of the Martinist Order, 
Teder was also in charge of the French section of the Rite of 
Memphis-Misraim and the Ordo Templi Orientis. From 1916 
to 1918, he was Grand Master of the Swedenborg    Grand 
Lodge of France. He composed the Ritual of the Martinist 
Order, initially established only for dignitaries of the order. 

Teder died in 1918. The title of Grand Master of the Martinis 
Order was then offered to Victor Blanchard who declined, 
because he considered the Masonic restrictions to be a 
departure from the true spirit of Martinism. 

Jean Bricaud then became Grand Master of the Order and 
moved the headquarters to Lyon: it became known as the 
“Martinist Order of Lyon.” 

Interestingly, his office in the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross remained continuous and discreet, allowing the Order 
to escape the conflicts experienced by Martinist and Masonic 
groups. 
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Jean Bricaud 
(1881 – 1934) 

5th Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

Jean (or Joanny) Bricaud (February 11, 1881, Neuville-sur-
Ain, Ain – February 24, 1934), also known as Tau Jean II, 
was from a peasant family. He attended the minor seminary 
of Meximieux. During his adolescence, he discovered books 
of occultism, which led him to refuse to continue his studies 
at the major seminary. He then settled in Lyon and entered 
the bank called the “Crédit Lyonnais” (in 1897), a company 
where he worked all his life. He was enrolled during World 
War I. 

In 1901, Léonce Fabre des Essarts (1848-1917) consecrated 
Bricaud Bishop of Lyon, under the name of “Tau Johannes,” 
in the Gnostic Church of France (or Gnostic Church 
Valentinian) founded by Jules Doinel in 1890. 

In 1907, Bricaud broke with Fabre des Essarts to create his 
own branch of the Gnostic Church. Bricaud, Fugairon and 
Encausse, at first named their branch the Gnostic Catholic 
Church. After 1907, in order to clearly distinguish the two 
branches of the Gnostic Church, that of Fabre des Essarts 
was known as the "Gnostic Church of France." In February 
1908, the episcopal synod of the Gnostic Catholic Church 
met and elected Bricaud as Patriarch under the name of 
“John II.” In 1908, the Gnostic Catholic Church had its name 
changed to the “Universal Gnostic Church.” In 1911, Papus 
made this church the official church of Martinism. In 1960, 
Robert Ambelain changed the name again, to “Apostolic 
Gnostic Church.” 

Jean Bricaud also became a Freemason of the Rite of 
Memphis-Misraim. At one time, he was the disciple of the 
Master Philippe de Lyon. He was ordained priest on 25 July 
1912 by Bishop Louis-Marie Giraud, bishop of the Gallican 
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Church, and on 21 July 1913 obtained the “episcopal 
consecration” from the same bishop, at the Saint-Amand 
mine, near Ambert (Puy de Dome). Therefore, the Gnostic 
revival pretended not to have an “apostolic succession." Of 
course, the Gallican Church not being that of Rome (and at 
least partially connected to the theosophical movement), the 
validity of this “apostolic succession” is considered unlawful 
with regard to Roman Catholicism (canon law codes 1331, § 
1, 2, see CIC 1917, C. 2261, § 1). 

Bricaud was intimately linked to the occultists who worked 
with Vintras. He possessed a copy of the “bloody hosts” 
transmitted to the excommunicated Satanist (and former 
abbot) Joseph-Antoine Boullan and wrote a pamphlet of 
witchcraft entitled “Methode pratique pour incubat et 
succubat.” These people clearly influenced the 
“traditionalist” movement of the early 20th century (Barres, 
Leon Bloy etc.), which was in turn influenced by the so-called 
“secret de la Salette.” 

In 1914, Jean Bricaud became the head of the Martinist 
movement following Teder (Charles Détré), on the basis of 
the agreements of 1911. Jean Bricaud was named legate of 
the Martinist Order for the province of Lyon. He also 
became Grand Master of Memphis, Patriarch of the 
Universal Gnostic Church, and President of the International 
Occultist Society. In September 1932, he named Constant 
Chevillon as his Martinist successor. 

Jean Bricaud died on February 21, 1934, and was buried on 
February 24 in Francheville, near Lyon. It was at the home of 
Jean Bricaud's widow, in 1944, that Constant Chevillon was 
arrested and then murdered by the militia, in ways that remain 
enigmatic. 

His direct successor in the episcopate was Victor Blanchard, 
called “Targelius,” consecrated on May 5, 1918, according to 
the “old-Catholic pontificate.” 
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Louis Marie François Giraud 
(1876 – 1951) 

6th Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

After being in charge of the Patriarchate of the Universal 
Gnostic Church, Bricaud became the friend of the Bishop 
Louis-Marie-François Giraud, a former Trappist monk who 
received his episcopal lineage from Joseph René Vilatte (Mar 
Timotheos, 1854-1929). Vilatte was a Parisian who had 
emigrated to America in his youth. He was a religious 
enthusiast but unable to find satisfaction within the structures 
of the Catholic Church. In America, he began his quest to 
find an environment that could fit his personality and 
ambitions. He joined several groups, working for a time as a 
congregational minister, later being ordained priest in the 
schismatic sect of “Old Catholics.” He obtained the 
episcopal consecration in 1892 from the hands of Bishop 
Francisco Xavier Alvarez (Mar Julius I), bishop of the 
Jacobite Syrian Orthodox and Metropolitan Church of the 
Independent Catholic Church of Ceylon, Goa and India. This 
bishop had received his consecration from the hands of 
Ignatius Peter III, “Peter the Humble,” the Jacobite 
Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch. In 1900, Vilatte consecrated 
Paolo Miraglia-Gulotti, who in turn consecrated Jules 
Houssaye (1844-1912). In 1911, Houssaye consecrated 
Louis-Marie-François Giraud, who then consecrated Jean 
Bricaud on July 21, 1913. 

This consecration is important for the Church of Bricaud 
because it provides a valid and documented apostolic and 
episcopal succession, which was recognized by the Roman 
Catholic Church as valid and legal according to its laws. The 
apostolic succession was widely perceived as reflecting a 
transmission of true spiritual authority in the Christian 
tradition, going back to St. Peter and even further to 
Melchizedech, the mythical priest-king of Salem who served 
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as priest to the Hebrew Patriarch Abraham. This gave 
Bricaud and his successors the apostolic authority to 
administer the Christian sacraments. It was important 
because many members of the Martinist Order were of the 
Catholic faith, but as members of a secret society, they were 
subject to excommunication if their Martinist affiliation were 
known. Thus, this apostolic lineage offered a continuous 
assurance of salvation to Catholic Christians who were 
Martinists or would-be Martinists. 

Louis-Marie François Giraud, who had been ordained a priest 
on June 21, 1907 by Joseph-Rene Vilatte, was in contact with 
Maman Mathieu, a healer living in Gazinet in southwestern 
France. Giraud visited Ernest Houssay (Father Julio), who 
consecrated him as bishop on June 21, 1911; then Giraud was 
ready to serve the community as its bishop. 

In 1944, the Vichy Regime banned the Gallican Church in 
Gazinet. However, this church was reborn after the war and 
in November 1945, François Giraud published a declaration 
of faith. At his death, this church began to split, and the 
Gallican publications were temporarily stopped. 

Jean Brouillet 
(1880 - ?) 

7th Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

Born on July 17, 1880 in Agen (France), Jean Brouillet was 
ordained priest on October 6, 1935 by Bishop Mgr. Giraud. 
When the latter died, Brouillet became his successor. 

He manifested psychic powers (clairvoyance and healing) 
which could be observed by many. 

As a priest in Bordeaux from 1936 to 1960, he was sentenced 
to death by the Militia, but was saved by the arrival of the 
allies’ armies liberating France from the German occupation. 
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Although discreet about the esoteric inheritance received and 
preserved as secret patrimony, he manifested it regularly and 
symbolically. For example, every year he celebrated the 
Christmas Mass by wearing around his neck the symbol of 
the Unknown Superior, dating back to Jean Bricaud and 
probably further in the lineage of the Grand Patriarchs. 

This stole, as well as other relics, was given by Bishop Patrick 
Truchemotte to the current Grand Patriarch Rose-Cross 
Jean-Louis Biasi during a private Martinist ceremony. 

Patrick T. 
(1929 – 1986) 

8th Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

Born in February 24, 1929 in Bordeaux, Truchemotte was the 
student and assistant of Jean Brouillet until his death. He was 
appointed Patriarch of the Gallican Catholic Church, where 
his work built a strong favorable reputation remaining to this 
day. 

He kept with discretion and fidelity all the spiritual deposits 
received from his predecessors. 

This deeply honest man practiced magnetism and 
homeopathy until his death in 1986. 

Jean-Louis de Biasi 
9th Ill. G.P. R+C of the K.O.R.C. 

 Jean-Louis de Biasi is an author, lecturer and philosopher 
who has studied the different subjects of spirituality since the 
1970s and has been initiated at the highest levels of several 
Western initiatic traditions. He is also the Grand Master of 
Aurum Solis. He received all the Martinist lineages and was 
initiated to the highest degree of the Elu-Cohen. He was 
ordained in the Gallican Church and the Gnostic Church. He 
ordained the former Grand Master of the Aurum Solis 
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according to his apostolic successions and consecrated him 
Martinist by transmitting to him the degree of Unknown 
Superior SII. 

He was initiated in Freemasonry and received Master status 
in 1992. He was also initiated to the High Degrees of the 
Scottish Rite (32 ° Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.), and Mason of 
the Royal Arch. Before joining American Freemasonry, he 
received the highest degrees of European Freemasonry, 
including the degrees of Egyptian Freemasonry (33°-95°-
AA).He was also received into the Druidic tradition in the 
80s in France. 

In December 2004, he moved to Canada and in 2010 to the 
United States. He now lives in Las Vegas. 

Learn more at: www.debiasi.org 
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ONLINE TEACHINGS 
The Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross is an initiatic 
organization that has maintained the integrity of the original 
Rose-Cross Tradition. 

That's why we are proud to offer spiritual practices and 
psychic development, both in our online teachings and in the 
Chapters. 

We are also proud to offer our sisters and brothers private 
lessons of high quality, using the most modern technologies. 

Organization and content of the teachings 
Teachings are organized in degrees according to the initiatic 
path of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. 

Each of these degrees has monthly lessons organized in series 
of 12, with each lesson equivalent to about 30 pages.  

However, for us, the teachings provided by a real Initiatic 
Tradition cannot be reduced to a few small pages containing 
almost insignificant practices. 

We are in the 21st century! We are no longer at a time when 
we could offer unverifiable printed booklets containing 
pseudo-scientific or historical explanations. 

On the contrary, the teachings of K.O.R.C. systematically rely 
on irrefutable documents, facts and theurgic practices 
validated by the Tradition and its Masters. 

All practices are developed, complete, and designed to be 
used at home. 

Know that you will not have to wait 20 years to access these 
advanced elements. The teachings clearly address the 
techniques of magnetism, out-of-body experience, 
clairvoyance, theurgy, etc. 
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You will be able to delve deeply into the various aspects of 
gnosis, theology, Kabbalah, and other advanced aspects of 
the Western tradition. These practices are also a way of 
purification through regular contact with the Order's 
egregore. 

We believe that all these elements must be put in your hands 
at the earliest. Indeed, the conditions of our modern time 
justify it and we want you to understand how it works.  

Structure of a lesson 
Each monthly lesson is usually based on the following: 

− Study of traditional sciences 
− Spiritual and religious traditions 
− Theology 
− Practices 
− Subject of Meditation 
− Excerpt of philosophical work linked with the subjects of 

the lesson 
− Quotations 

A progressive course 
As stated previously, the lessons are organized according to 
a progression in several steps, corresponding to the tradition 
of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. 

1- Your training will begin with the "Forecourt" 
composed of 12 lessons. 

Among the topics covered are: 

Esotericism, the guardian of the threshold, the symbolism of 
the cross, the art of meditation, alchemy, techniques of 
protection and visualization, the Rose-Cross, Kabbalah, 
cellular regeneration, magnetism, the symbolism of the 
numbers and their practical application, Porphyry, 
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Techniques of anamnesis, religious and initiatic asceticism, 
etc.  

2- The "Degree of Threshold" has 24 lessons. 

Among the subjects treated are: Kabbalah, original Gnosis, 
astral travel, theology and the philosophical part focusing 
mainly on Seneca. 

3- The "Degrees of the Chapter" (1st degree, 2nd 
degree, 3rd degree), continue this training and are crowned 
by the "Degree of perfection." 

Teachings instantly available online 
As a member, you will have immediate and direct access to 
the teachings on our private website. You can read them from 
any type of computer, tablet, or cell phone. As long as you 
are connected to the internet, they will be with you wherever 
you are. 

You can also decide to receive at your home the "KORC 1st 
year book" consisting of a book of the teachings. All 
information will be provided after your registration on the 
private site. 

Thus, you will have in your possession the best initiatic 
teachings of the Rose-Cross in both modern and traditional 
ways. 

Initiation 
Besides this individual teaching, the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross offers two opportunities to advance more deeply 
in the discovery of the Sacred Mysteries of the esoteric Judeo-
Christian tradition: 1- The Archconfraternity of Ieschouah, 
2- The initiatic journey in a Chapter of the Order. 

You should know that the Archconfraternity offers an 
authentic process of asceticism you can practice at home and 
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start immediately. Just send us an email for more 
information. 

Initiations in the Order performed in the Chapters are 
described in another part of this document.  

BECOMING A MEMBER 
Becoming a member of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross is very simple. 

Just access our private website and register. Your registration 
makes you a member of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-
Cross for one year. 

It gives you two immediate accesses and fundamental 
advantages: 

1- Access to the teachings on the private website, with the 
option to receive some printed courses. 

2- Access to initiations provided within a Chapter. All you 
need to do is to write to the secretary of the Order to submit 
your application for the first initiation. 
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QUESTIONS - ANSWERS 

What are the diplomas in Kabbalah? 
The diplomas in Kabbalah can be found on the website of 
“Theurgia University.” (www.theurgiauniversity.com) 

What is the Archconfraternity of Armadel? 
Presentation 
The archconfraternity of Armadel is a worldwide group 
comprised of those who have received the complete 
communication of the seven Olympic spirits through the 
planetary pentacles of protection, the astral consecration 
following the traditional process, and have been linked into 
the spiritual chain of the fraternity. 

Origin of the Archconfraternity of Armadel 
The archconfraternity of Armadel arose from various magical 
communications received by the Illl. Grand Patriarch Rose-
Cross, which have been activated to meet the needs of our 
time. 

These hidden communications have nothing to do with 
public books. It is necessary to have received the knowledge 
of how to draw the signs according to the occult rules given 
orally from one Master to another. 

Organization 
The archconfraternity of Armadel consists of 8 secret circles. 

The Ill. Grand Patriarch Rose-Cross of the Kabbalistic Order 
Rose-Cross directly manages the work of the 
Archconfraternity and its transmissions. 

Once your registration is validated in the Archconfraternity, 
you will receive at home the first talisman of the moon drawn 
by hand on real papyrus from Egypt. It will carry the sacred 
magic seals of the Olympic spirits of this planet, various 
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glyphs related to your magical personality, and your name 
written in ancient Egyptian. All this will be associated with 
your date of birth. This personal pentacle is consecrated by 
incense and the Egyptian magic oil. 

This papyrus will be sent to you with your official diploma of 
the Archconfraternity of Armadel as well as the instructions 
that you will have to follow to receive the astral 
communication and the activation of the pentacle in your 
aura. 

To learn more about the powers of the members of the 
Archconfraternity of Armadel and begin your journey in the 
8 circles, you can write to the secretary of the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Cross. Then, you will receive a document 
containing more details on the Archconfraternity of Armadel 
as well as the procedure to finalize your request. 

If you have read this page, you are now ready to take a 
decisive step in the First Circle of Armadel. 

You can send us an email for more information. 

Is there a link between K.O.R.C. and AMORC? 
No; these are two completely independent and separate 
structures. 

The K.O.R.C. was founded in 1888 and AMORC in 1915, 27 
years later. 

Despite what some have sometimes said, the K.O.R.C. has 
never been “associated” with AMORC. Any such statement, 
without proof, would be a mark of manifest bad will. 

The best way to realize this is simply to note that the 
K.O.R.C. has remained true to the original teachings, 
practices and rituals. This is why our practices, initiations and 
rites are clearly Kabbalistic, theurgic, and Gnostic. 
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It is possible to be a member of both Orders as long as full 
confidentiality is observed about the ritual, teachings, and 
names of the brothers and sisters who are part of the Order. 

Is my Martinist initiation as “Unknown Superior” 
recognized by the K.O.R.C.?  
The Order recognizes as valid the initiations of “Unkown 
Superior” received regularly in the most known Orders. It 
asks only for a copy of the corresponding diploma. 

However, since its ritual is specific and original, the new 
brother or the sister is initiated again, to allow them to live 
this deeply theurgical rite. It is also a confirmation of your 
moral commitment and your entry into the Order. 

Who can register to the Order? 
Any man or woman of legal age, of any origin whatsoever, if 
he is moved by a real desire to perfect himself and to 
undertake the work of inner realization, making him capable 
of understanding and loving his fellow brothers and sisters, 
the universe and the divine. 

How to fight against the ego? 
The K.O.R.C. is for people who sincerely want to grow 
spiritually through rituals and theurgic initiations.  

We believe that honesty and willingness to leave the Ego 
aside are two fundamental aspects of any initiatic quest. 

It is for this reason that we don’t want people who like “fights 
between initiates,” “internal struggles” and “false secrets.” 

If you only want to collect additional medals or diplomas, you 
do not need to register here. 

If, on the contrary, you wish to avoid empty words and begin 
a real initiatic path, then you are at the right place! 
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What to think about lineages? 
If you are asked how many parents you have, what would you 
say? Two? You would be right. 

So why do you want to present dozens and dozens of pages 
of certificates to prove your legitimacy?  

It is easy to understand what a lineage is: the ritual 
consecration of the head of the Order, with the spiritual 
authority of the Tradition entrusted to him. 

As for the K.O.R.C. presented on these pages, the lineage is 
simple and direct. To summarize: Stanislas de Guaita, 
Bricaud, us. 

In the history of the Order, you will find the details and other 
related topics such as Martinism, etc. 

What is an initiatic Order for?  
Some initiatic organizations will try to present a nice social 
facade: “declaration to the young people,” “Being citizens of 
the planet,” “ecology,” etc. 

It's interesting, but ask yourself the question: is it really what 
you expect from an initiatic Order? 

The answer is clear: No! 

Why? Because an initiatic Order has a simple and 
unavoidable duty: It must perpetuate an initiation based on 
powerful rituals followed by effective psychic practices to 
allow a spiritual development of the members. 

Consequently, it is not necessary to spend time trying to 
prove that an initiatic Order can be useful to society. 

An authentic initiation must be, above all, useful to you! The 
rest will come naturally afterwards. 
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Do you want to spend your life lulled by soporific 
meditations or get up like real initiates full of strength and 
light?  

We think that the answer is simple and the K.O.R.C., the first 
Order that has never deviated from its main objective, can 
give a clear answer: To be truly initiated! 

What is the link between initiation and science? 
During the 20th century, the Rose-Cross was often associated 
with science. 

Our questions are simple: is it justified? Is it useful? 

The answer is No for both. 

Is it justified? The members of the Rose-Cross during the 
18th-century were very interested in alchemy, astrology, 
philosophy, and so on. Maybe some of them were what we 
today call “scientists.” 

That does not mean the Rose-Cross brings something to 
science! It simply means that scientific minds at that time 
were interested in the ancient Traditions to which Rose-
Cross belongs. 

It is for this reason that this connection is not justified. Do 
not forget that we are talking about an initiatic tradition! 

Is it useful? Today, science and technology are very advanced! 
What can a tradition like the Rose-Cross bring to science? 
Nothing!... Why? Because science deals with the question 
“how things exist” and initiation deals with the question 
“why,” “why we live.” 

Science and technology are so complex today that obviously 
no one can pretend to be a scientist if he is not. 

Therefore, one thing is important. Do not waste time 
studying areas that do not involve initiation, but focus on the 
essentials: your true psychic and spiritual development. 
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What is the Martinist initiation? 
Martinism was developed within the original K.O.R.C. that 
we represent. 

Later and for reasons peculiar to that time, Papus created an 
independent structure using the three degrees usual for 
Freemasonry. 

Today, Martinist Orders are so numerous that you could 
spend many hours cataloging them. Once this is done, new 
Orders would have already been created. 

Why so? Because someone made a beautiful invention 
flattering the Ego: The degree of Free Initiator! 

Louis Claude of Saint Martin created a unique initiation: 
Unknown Philosopher. 

Papus divided it into three degrees called initiations. Later he 
added a fourth consecration called “Unknown Superior 
Initiator” (in French, “Supérieur Inconnu Initiateur”). 

However, that was not enough for certain ambitious 
individuals. 

After the Second World War, another consecration was 
created called “Unknown Free Superior Initiator” (in French, 
“Supérieur Inconnu Initiateur Libre”). Any individual 
receiving this degree was able to freely create any Martinist 
organization he wanted. We see today where it often leads: 
an exaltation of the Ego hidden under speeches of humility. 

The K.O.R.C. remains faithful to its origins and Saint Martin: 
only one initiation is performed that constitutes the 
preliminary degree of the Order. 

What is the Martinist doctrine? 
Being eager to study the Martinist doctrine is commendable. 
It is part of the Western Tradition. However, if someone 
wants to be faithful to Louis Claude of Saint Martin, he 
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should study all the philosophical books (theosophical) that 
he wrote, along with the Bible and theology. This is long, 
difficult, and often confusing. 

For this reason, most Martinist Orders have added a whole 
range of things that do not belong to Martinism: Astrology, 
Kabbalah, magic rites, and so on. 

The position of the K.O.R.C. is simple: Keep the heart of the 
doctrine fast and easy to explain. Then use only one initiation 
as it was originally intended. 

For the subjects mentioned above and not part of the 
Martinist doctrine, they are of course taught and practiced in 
the degrees of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross. 

In short, what is the Rose-Cross? 
Let's say things clearly and directly: 

- The Rose-Cross never existed in Egypt; 

- The Rose-Cross had nothing to do with the Templars; 

- The Rose-Cross members were not Cathars; 

- The Rose-Cross members were not angelic envoys from 
Tibet or elsewhere. 

However, it is undeniable that: 

- The Rose-Cross appeared in the 18th century in the books 
of Valentin Andrea; 

- The Rose-Cross developed in a Judeo-Christian 
environment; 

- The Rose-Cross groups were very early associated with 
alchemy, magic and astrology; 

- The Rose-Cross symbols gave birth to various degrees of 
Freemasonry. 
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Can you become a Rose-Cross? 
Despite what you may have heard or read, it's possible! 

A Rose-Cross (not a Rosicrucian) is someone who: 

- receives the different levels of Tradition through authentic 
theurgical rites; 

- pursues a real psychic training during his years of training; 

- has become able to use unsuspected potentialities of his 
being in an undeniable way; 

- manifests in every aspect of his life the moral commitments 
related to his initiation. 

This is not miraculously done but is the result of a genuine 
formation solely concerned with this magical work of 
awakening. 

This is one of the main goals of the K.O.R.C.! 

CONTACT 
Address: 2251 N. Rampart Blvd #133, Las Vegas, NV 89128, 
USA 

Email: secretariatgeneral@okrc.org 

NEWSLETTER 
You can receive regular information from the Kabbalistic 
Order of the Rose-Cross (website, articles, activities, 
publications, etc.) by subscribing to the newsletter on the 
website. 
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Website of the K.O.R.C. 
You can visit the Website of the Kabbalistic Order of the 
Rose-Cross at: www.rose-cross.net 

You can send an email to the Order at: 
secretariatgeneral@okrc.org 

Inscription to the K.O.R.C. 
We recommend that you register directly from the private 
website of the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Cross, which 
can be found at the following address: 

https://www.ordrekabbalistiquedelarosecroix.org  

If you do not have access to the Internet, you can send your 
name, first name and full address by email to the Order asking 
for more information. We will then send you the registration 
form and all the necessary details. Remember, you do not 
need to be sponsored to become a member of the K.O.R.C. 
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